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The Spiritual
Body and the

Spiritual Nation

One of the intriguing puzzles of Hindu
Peter VAN nationalism is the prominent role of
DER VEER forms of embodied spirituality in it.
From Swami Vivekananda to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the body
The University of Tokyo; politics of the Hindu renouncer is
Emeritus Director, significant. Many of India’s political
Max Planck Institute leaders, of various political persuasions,
exhibit aspects of Hindu renunciation
without being monks. The puzzle in
this is the combination of nationalist

activism with a tradition that focuses
Commentator ' on renouncing social life in search for
TOMIZAWA spiritual goals.
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Tokyo College aims to generate new knowledge to confribute to the creation of
an inclusive society and spark deeper public engagement with the University.




