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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2025 Autumn Semester Diploma’ Presentation
and Commencement Ceremony

To all of you receiving your bachelor’s, essential role of universities in our increasingly

master’s, doctoral, and professional degrees complex era.

today, I offer my heartfelt congratulations. I Recent tensions between the government and

"
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scholars generate sophisticated and specialized

have the deepest respect for your dedication. On some of the leading universities in the United

behalf of the faculty and staff of the University of States suggest that academic freedom might have

Tokyo, I extend my warmest wishes. I would also suddenly come under threat. Yet even without

like to convey our profound gratitude to your overt political hostility, a divide has long existed

families, who have encouraged and supported between intellectuals and the broader public. In

you throughout this remarkable journey. ancient times, knowledge was the province of knowledge. Nevertheless, whether East or West,

those who could read: Buddhist monks, Islamic universities have remained somewhat removed

Universities worldwide are being called upon scholars, and Christian clergy held privileged from everyday life. Throughout history, a gulf of

to reconsider their relationship with our rapidly access to learning. incomprehension has persisted between society

changing society. The University of Tokyo is The modern university traces its Western and those who pursue esoteric scholarship.

no exception. As you embark on your diverse origins to the medieval universitas, a guild of Today, we face an unprecedented situation.

paths ahead, I hope you will serve as vital teachers and students that emerged in urban The rise of social media and other new

bridges between society and academia. From centers. From those humble beginnings, communication technologies is fundamentally

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOVOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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this perspective, I would like to reflect on the universities have evolved into places where transforming the fabric of society itself. While
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tools that provide instant access to information
have become ubiquitous, the divide between
universities and society has paradoxically grown
deeper and more contentious. Criticism of
specialized knowledge has appeared in ways
never seen before, sometimes severe enough
to threaten the very foundations of public

discourse.

When new threats shake society, expert
knowledge offered as solutions is not always
readily  embraced.
COVID-19 pandemic.

The World Health Organization identified

vaccines as the most effective method for

Consider  the global

preventing the pandemic’s spread, and Japan
implemented policies encouraging vaccination.
Nevertheless, vaccine hesitancy worldwide
hindered efforts to prevent infection and
reduce deaths and severe illness. The roots
of such hesitancy are complex: They include
the difficulty of explaining efficacy and safety,
insufficient sharing of accurate information,
anxiety about scientifically unverifiable risks,
distrust of government, and prejudice and
discrimination fueled by misinformation.
Professor Kaori Muto of our Institute
of Medical Science has argued that one-
way  communication—where  authorities

and rescarchers simply instruct citizens
about scientifically correct policies—is not
sufficient. What we need, she says, is genuine
“risk communication.” That means creating
opportunities for dialogue where citizens can
openly express their questions, anxieties, and
desires, while experts and government officials
respond with integrity and transparency. Risk
communication involves engaging in dialogue
with all stakeholders, sharing perspectives,
finding common goals, and working together
toward solutions. Such an approach would
help  suppress  harmful  misinformation.
Professor Muto also emphasizes that dialogue
among experts themselves—where they debate
principles and ideals to find solutions—is
equally vital.

Such dialogue, at its core, represents both
the fundamental activity of universities and our

essential mission.

In UTokyo Compass, the statement of our
guiding principles, the University of Tokyo
emphasizes dialogue. When I look at today’s
global situation, I believe we must also strongly
advocate for the necessity of dialogue to society
at large.

The University of Tokyo Charter, established
in 2003, declares at its outset the goal of being
“an institution that serves the global public.”
The Charter also affirms that “freedom and
autonomy,” derived from the fundamental
character of scholarship, are indispensable to
the university’s existence. But serious tension
may arise between serving the public good and
maintaining autonomy.

Here, too, dialogue is crucial. And to support
that dialogue we need a shared language.

I want you to remember that the University
of Tokyo, as a comprehensive university
transcending the boundaries between the
humanities and sciences, has been a place
where we masterfully employ language—in the
form of the human voice, written characters,
numbers, symbols—to generate new knowledge
and discoveries. The university has protected
the autonomy of our research by explaining
the public value of our work and engaging in
continuous dialogue with society. Furthermore,
universities have an essential duty to celebrate
the joy of free inquiry among peers, debate what
we should aspire to become, and forge from
these discussions a sense of public purpose—a

clear vision of how our work can benefit society.

When we engage in dialogue with people
from diverse backgrounds, language that creates
understanding and empathy is essential. Words
play crucial roles in human society: as means
of expression and communication, as tools for
thinking, and as a medium for perception and
feeling.

Meaningful dialogue requires understanding
both the language being spoken and its cultural
context. That is why many of us feel constrained
when conversing in languages other than our
native ones. In recent years, natural language
processing has advanced dramatically, making

real-time machine translation possible now.

While we used to be unable to engage in
dialogue in languages we couldn’t speak, voice
translation apps have lowered those barriers,
enabling basic conversation between people who
previously could not communicate.

Advances in information technology have
enabled dialogue not only with voice but also
in new ways incorporating text, video, and other
forms of media. The creative technologies that
were mere fantasies for your parents’ generation
are now tools at our fingertips.

Yet precisely in such an age, we must not
become overly dependent on those conveniences
and neglect thinking in our own words.
Above all, T urge you to guard against losing
your personal identity. What we need is the
intellectual tenacity to untangle complexity—
to remain calm, to verify evidence, and to
resist being swayed by information overload or
deceived by sophisticated disinformation.

That is the very essence of the power of
dialogue. Take pride in the dialogue skills you
have cultivated at the University of Tokyo and

deploy them fully in your future endeavors.

Since around 2010, with the rise of tech giants
like Amazon and Google, the utilization of big
data has flourished. The social sciences have seen
many innovative quantitative studies, including
social network analysis and psychometrics. The
expansion of the information space enabled by
the Internet has indeed brought humanity many
conveniences and new experiences. However,
while finding statistically significant patterns
in massive datasets may be straightforward, we
cannot depend on machines to explain why
those patterns exist.

Moreover, some truths become obscured
within seemingly clear numbers. During the
pandemic in Japan, the numbers of severe cases
and deaths were announced daily. News reports
on weather disasters, wars, and famines also
lead with casualty figures. We tend to ride an
emotional rollercoaster with every fluctuation.
Yet even when statistics appear objective, certain
realities are hidden when numbers stand on
their own. We easily forget that behind the
figures lie countless individual lives filled with

suffering. We need to cultivate an awareness that
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prioritizes the diverse experiences of individuals

and always considers their situation.

We often assume that information obtained
through web searches is objective, but what
we see actually varies according to search
algorithms. Precisely because the Internet has
become indispensable, failing to understand
this has become dangerous. We need to be
vigilant because the information we access is
sometimes biased. We risk seeing only what
confirms what we want to believe. In our post-
truth era, where thinking is easily manipulated
and facts are difficult to verify, dialogue often
devolves into a contest to defeat opponents
rather than understand them. The crucial
question is whether we can truly comprehend
and empathize with the thoughts and feelings

of others.

The challenge extends beyond algorithms.
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Our very languages harbor subtle biases that we
often overlook.

Generative Al, for instance, has been observed
to produce responses that reflect the perspectives
and values of English speakers, because English
dominates cyberspace. Yet it has been estimated
that more than seven thousand languages exist
worldwide, and about forty percent of them lack
written forms. Many of them face extinction as
the number of speakers declines. What does not
exist in cyberspace as textual information cannot
be searched or referenced, and the knowledge
and sensibilities embedded in those languages
are simply lost.

While English serves as a global lingua
franca for international activities and academic
discourse, most people at UTokyo are not native
English speakers. Few feel confident that they
can express their deepest emotions and thoughts
perfectly in English. In any case, human

language itself is not a perfect tool.
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This is why, as we strive to convey previously
inexpressible meanings and emotions, we create
new words and expressions. Language has always
been, and always will be, in flux. The very act
of putting our thoughts and feelings into
words is, in essence, an act of translation. As a
university in a non-English-speaking region, the
University of Tokyo strives patiently to correct
the misunderstandings that might arise from
such translation through sustained dialogue and
to transform those constraints into new forms
of creativity. This itself will, we hope, serve the
global public.

I also hope that, even after today’s ceremony,
you will continue to regard yourselves as
members of the UTokyo community, and that
you will serve as bridges of translation between
our university and the society we all share.

Once again, congratulations on what you have

all accomplished.
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Speech by the Representative Student

Good morning, distinguished faculty
members, families, friends, and fellow
graduates. It is a great honor to stand here
today as a representative of the graduating
class.

On behalf of my peers, I would like to
express our deepest gratitude to everyone
who has supported us on this journey. We
would not have been able to achieve this
milestone without your support.

When I started my PhD program in
2022, it was duringthe COVID pandemic.
Like many of us, I faced uncertainty about
how to connect with people. Despite
these challenges, we found new ways to
communicate and support each other. We
proved that a community is not defined by
distance, but by a shared purpose.

In addition to the struggles related to the
pandemic, I have had many struggles with
my research. My major is environmental
sciences, and my research focused on
developing a new water treatment process.

At times, I struggled deeply to develop

ideas for my research, and my experiments
did not yield the results I expected. There
were moments when I felt scuck. In
those moments, the temptation was to
push harder and to work longer. But the
breakthrough never came from staring at
the problem in isolation.

What helped me overcome these
different

perspectives, a suggestion given by my

difficulties ~ was  secking
supervisor. I spoke with people from
industry and other academic fields, and
immersed myself in journal papers to find
new approaches. I learned that progress is
not just born from solitary persistence, but
from the courage to reach out, to connect
ideas, and most importantly, to listen.

That realization that our work finds
its meaning through connection was
solidified when I stepped outside the
university gates entirely. Through the
UNIDO and U'Tokyo Africa Youth Social
Entreprencurship Program, I visited Kenya.

‘There, I witnessed firsthand the social

Speech by the Representative Student

President  Fujii, Alumni Association
President Kunibe, distinguished faculty
members, honoured family and friends,
and my fellow graduates — I hope you are
all having a wonderful morning. It is both a
privilege and a profound honour to stand
before you today as the representative of the
graduating class of 2025.

First and foremost, I extend my heartfelc
congratulations to my remarkable cohort.
How blessed we are to have been educated
here at the University of Tokyo, an
institution that has not only sharpened our
intellect but also shaped our character.

We graduate at a pivotal moment in
history, finding oursclves navigating a
daunting moral and intellectual maze: how
to live ethically in an era defined by artificial
intelligence, the accelerating urgency of
climate change, and the lingering social
and economic reverberations of a global
pandemic.

Oursisaworld defined by unprecedented
interconnectedness — where ideas and
cultures, but also challenges, cross borders

in an instant — and where our shared

future depends on the bridges we choose
to build. In a world where unpredictability
has become the only constant, courage,
compassion, and a global perspective are
not merely admirable qualities — they are
essential.

The class of 2025 embodies these virtues.
As one of the final cohorts to begin our
studies under the shadow of COVID-19,
it has been necessary to exhibit both
adaptability and  empathy, qualities
nurtured not only by our professors, but by
each other.

The PEAK 2025 cohort represents a
rich diversity of nationalities, cach with our
own cultures, dreams, and ambitions, yet
during the past four years we have woven
these individual threads into a single, vivid
tapestry — one enriched by diversity and
strengthened by unity.

This is a living testament to the ethos of
the PEAK program itself — an education
rooted in internationalism, cross-cultural
dialogue, and the belief that the most
complex challenges demand perspectives

from across the globe.

and environmental issues that local
communities face, and the potential of
innovative solutions to improve lives.
These experiences reminded me  that
our academic work does not exist in
isolation. It has the power to shape a more
sustainable and brighter future.

So today, as we celebrate, we carry
forward more than a degree. We carry the
resilience forged in uncertainty. We carry
the creativity sparked by collaboration.
And we carry the empathy born from
seeing our work’s true purpose.

To my fellow graduates: let us move
forward with confidence, not just in what
we know, but in our ability to connect,
to adapt, and to learn. Let us be the ones
who build bridges between disciplines,
between academia and society, between
problems and solutions.

Congratulations to the class of 2025

and thank you very much.

All around our campus, the magnificent
ginkgo trees stand as quict witnesses to
cach graduate’s time here — resilient and
rooted in the same soil that has nurtured
generations before us.

What better symbol to represent the
graduating cohort from PEAK? They, too,
are found in all four corners of the world,
thriving in diverse environments, rooted
deeply, and reaching high.

Like them, we have matured together
here, drawing strength from shared roots
while preparing to branch out into the
wider world. Though our paths will soon
diverge, I have no doubt that each of you
will leave an indelible and positive mark on
the world.

On behalf of my graduating class,
I extend our deepest gratitude to our
professors, to the University staff, and to
our loved ones, whose unwavering support
has been the foundation of our success.

As the seasons turn and the ginkgo leaves
blaze gold each autumn, may they remind
us of the years we spent here. Let us go

on into the next chapter of our lives — I
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wish my fellow graduates every success in
pursuing your hopes and dreams. Thank
you, and congratulations once again to the

class of 2025.
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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo at
the 2025 Autumn Semester Matriculation Ceremony

New students, congratulations on your
admission. On behalf of all faculty and
staff at the University of Tokyo, I extend
my heartfelt greetings. We are delighted
to welcome you as new members of our

community.

On April 12th, 2027, the University of
Tokyo will celebrate its 150th anniversary.

We were founded in 1877 as a comprehensive

university with four faculties—Law, Science,
Letters, and Medicine. The cycle of years
will soon have been repeated 150 times
since then. Why do we celebrate such
anniversaries?

That simple question leads to many others.

Why do most people celebrate their
birthdays each year? Why do we repeat a
seven-day week, and why do we take for

granted that some countries observe a day
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of rest on Sunday and others on Friday?
Why doesn’t the new year begin at the

winter solstice? In Japan, why does the
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academic year start in April rather than,
say, January?

You can probably think of many other
things that you could not explain easily if
someone asked you.

By the way, celebrating individual
birthdays is quite a recent custom in Japan.
Under the traditional kazoedoshi system,
everyone grew one year older together on
New Year’s Day. The day an individual
was actually born did not matter much.
In 1949, a new law standardized how
ages are counted, and the man nenrei
system—counting age from the date of
birth—became the norm in everyday life.
Birthdays began to be regarded as personal
milestones. Such examples of customs we

assume to be ancient but in fact are recent

are surprisingly common.

Today, in connection with our 150th
anniversary, I would like to reflect on the
concept of time.

How we perceive time is an essential theme
for understanding both our society and our
lives. Nonhuman animals likely do not
marvel at time’s swift passage as expressed by
the proverb “Time flies like an arrow.” Nor
do they experience the bittersweet sentiment
that “Youth is fleeting, and learning is hard.”
That difference between animals and us
leads to a fascinating inquiry into the nature

of time.

Historians teach us that the ancient Greeks
conceived of two gods who preside over
time: Chronos and Kairos. They correspond
to two different qualities of time.

Chronos governs objective, continuous
time—the clock time that we can measure.
From our perspective, this universal time

exists outside of us and passes uniformly.

Kairos, by contrast, represents time imbued
with human meaning: it is subjective,
variable, psychological. As inner, mental
time, the duration of Kairos varies—it can
feel like an instant or an eternity. While
Chronos is the time of the clock, Kairos is
the time of memory and experience.

Because Chronos regulates people’s
actions, we can also think of it as social
time. In contrast, Kairos, with the diverse
and specific meanings each of us gives it,
represents personal time. When we look
back on our lives and lament how quickly
time has passed, we draw on the reality of
Kairos.

Chronos, as clock time, is thought to
be linear. It is inorganic, external, and
irreversible; it flows in one direction. Kairos,
meanwhile, is time imbued with significance;
it manifests in our lives through rhythms of
circularity and repetition. Divisions such as
the cycle of the seasons, the repetition of
the week, or the daily sequence of morning,
noon, and evening are cultural constructs
to which we have given meaning. We share
Kairos not merely as personal, subjective

time but also as recurring time that holds

social significance.

Viewed this way, a clock—which marks
endless time by repeating a 24-hour
cycle—helps us in our lives by combining
both Chronos and Kairos. This Yasuda
Auditorium has displayed a large clock atop
its tower since it was built a century ago, and
we all use clocks in our daily lives. We often
treat clocks as ordinary devices and pay them
little attention, but they reveal a surprisingly

expansive history.

It is no accident that humanity’s earliest

timekeeping attempts were sundials, traces

of which remain in many ruins, nor that
the year is divided into twelve months.
Long before the emergence of humankind,
the movements of sun and moon brought
a cyclical order to everything on Earth
through sunrises, sunsets, noontimes,
seasonal changes, daylight hours, and lunar
phases. The sun also powered agriculture.
Historians tell us that calendars were first
used in Egypt to track the regular flood
cycles of the river Nile. Calendars proved
crucial not only for knowing when to plant
and harvest but also for organizing the
needed labor.

The development of astronomy, which
sought to wunderstand celestial order,
was surely linked to the advancement of
agriculture. Even after sundials became relics

of the past, the sun’s movement remained a

single clock that everyone could observe.

Besides following the sun, people also
devised gravity-based timekeepers—water
clocks, hourglasses, and weight-driven
mechanisms. Later, inventors created precise
timepieces that did not rely on gravity; the
power source was instead the energy stored
in metal springs.

A major turning point was the birth
of mechanical clocks with complex
combinations of gears. They were the first
industrial machines. The invention of the
escapement mechanism in medieval Europe
was a remarkable technological advance.
Using two prongs linked to a pendulum,
the escapement made it possible to regulate
the gears’ rotation by stopping and releasing
them repeatedly. The familiar “tick-tock”
that symbolizes time comes from this
mechanism.

In other words, rather than following the

movement of the sun, the escapement marked
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time independently from nature through the
repetition of short intervals. It was no longer
continuous, analog time, but rather the
beginning of discontinuous, discrete, digital
time. Rather than the approximate order
of agricultural time, people now sought to
measure time more accurately for commerce

and industry in urban society.

Humanity’s next achievement was the
standardization of time. Your parents
generation might remember clocks displayed
prominently on the facades of railway
stations, just like the large clocks on city
halls and school buildings. Time based on the
sun’s passage across the sky varies by region
depending on longitude. But the large-scale
railway transportation systems made possible
by the invention of the steam engine could
not operate safely without a standard time
for all places. A shared temporal framework
was essential for the parts of the systems to
work together.

This convention of railway time eventually
led to the adoption of standard time at the
global level. When I was younger, 1 lived
and did research in Neuchatel, Switzerland.
The area was a center for the manufacture
of precision mechanical timepieces, and it
exported pocket watches and wristwatches
throughout the world. Founded in 1858,
the Neuchatel Observatory was one of the
most important observatories in the world
for evaluating the precision of watches and
clocks, and also for transmitting the current
time to the public because a second was,
at that time, still determined by the earth’s

rotation.

As people’s lives became more regulated by

timepieces, the need for publicly announced
and shared time led to the development
of more precise and accurate ways to
measure time. The timekeeping role of such
observatories continued until the emergence
of quartz crystals as a new reference for the
second in the mid-twentieth century. The
Neuchétel Observatory then became active

in the development of atomic clocks.

A leading candidate for a future definition
of a second is the optical lattice clock
invented by Professor Hidetoshi Katori
of our Graduate School of Engineering. It
uses strontium atoms and lasers at a specific
wavelength to enable remarkably accurate
time measurement with a deviation of only
one second in tens of billions of years.

Accurate time is so important now
because it forms the foundation for many
measurements in modern society, from the
height of mountains and the depth of oceans
to gravitational waves and the determination
of positions through global navigation

satellite systems.

If we trace the history of time as measured
by clocks, it might appear that human
time has gradually separated from its close
relationship with nature. However, the
history of the clock also teaches us that a
different meaning has been given to time

ever since the Middle Ages.

This appears in the allegorical hourglass
depicted in paintings and the wide range of
meanings that symbol carries.

You may have seen depictions of a
skeletal Grim Reaper holding a large

scythe in one hand and an hourglass in the

other. Hourglasses also frequently appear
in seventeenth-century still-life paintings
on the theme of wvanitas—the emptiness
of vanity—depicting the impermanence
of wealth and power. By representing the
finite nature of a lifetime, the timepiece
signified death, the end that comes to
everyone.

While the hourglass symbolizes the limited
time granted to our lives, it does not mean
that the act of living has no meaning. The
maxim  memento mori—"remember that
you must die”—is deeply connected to the
teaching carpe diem, or “seize the day.” Even
in modern times, Kairos time continues to

matter.

Perhaps we should recognize that life
itself is a kind of clock, one that possesses
its own inherent meaning. Professor Tatsuo
Motokawa, who studied animal physiology
in our Faculty of Science and taught at
the Tokyo Institute of Technology, wrote
a fascinating book titled Elephant Time,
Mouse Time. He argues that while elephants
appear to have long lifespans and mice short
ones, time actually flows differently through
their bodies. Based on cardiac mechanisms,
he describes how the body size of organisms
correlates with their heartbeat and breathing
rate, with time flowing quickly in small

animals and slowly in large ones.

The time you will spend studying at this
university will be an instant compared to
the universe’s 13.8-billion-year history. Your
years at UTokyo come with no guarantees.
They could prove long or short, empty
and difficult or irreplaceably meaningful.

Ultimately, you will shape their meaning and
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forge their value through your conversations,
cooperation, and friendly competition with
those around you today, and through your
engagement with the larger society and
world beyond these walls.

The hourglass has symbolized restraint
and moderation, but it also represents

renewal—flip it over and you can start anew.
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You might want to keep that ancient wisdom
in mind as you begin your journey today.
May your time ahead at the University
of Tokyo open doors to a future full of
possibilities.
Once again, congratulations on your

admission.
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Pledge by the Representative Student

Good morning, esteemed professors,
fellow scholars, and distinguished guests.
I am Tomoko Kumakawa, a general
internal medicine physician from Japan.
It is a profound honor and privilege to
address you today as the representative
of the incoming graduate students of Fall
2025.

We find ourselves at a pivotal moment
in human history—an era marked
by sweeping change, unprecedented
uncertainty, and profound complexity.
From the enduring scars of the
COVID-19 pandemic to the relentless
march  of from

climate  change,

geopolitical turmoil to the rapid
evolution of artificial intelligence, the
world around us is shifting in ways
that challenge our assumptions and
demand renewed inquiry. In such
turbulent times, the pursuit of academic

scholarship offers not merely refuge, but

Pledge by the Representative Student

To my dearest faculty, staff, fellow
students, and families of UTokyo. Good
morning.

On behalf of this autumn’s incoming
undergraduate students, Class of 2029,
I would like to thank President Teruo
Fujii, Dean Makoto Kasuya, and Alumni
Association President Takeshi Kunibe.
Their warm and inspiring welcome set a
good example for us of this university’s
hospitality.

Thank you for sharing this moment
with us.

My name is Li Xinyue, and I'm
honored to join the University of Tokyo’s
PEAK program in Environmental
Sciences. Today I am glad to be a part of
this ceremony, and I have some insights
to share.

Despite the differences in our
languages, in our nationalities, and in
our past, we gather here today out of the
same curiosity, the same determination,
and the same hope of building a better

future. This leads to an important thing

the University of Tokyo offers — a

resilience. Research serves as a compass
in uncharted waters—grounding us in
evidence, illuminating new possibilities,
and equipping us with the tools to
engage meaningfully with the world.
The academy is not simply a repository
of knowledge, but a crucible of ideas,
dialogue, and shared purpose that
transcends national and disciplinary
boundaries.

My own intellectual journey has taken
me from the clinical frontlines of general
internal medicine to the interdisciplinary
halls of UC Berkeley, where I studied
global health and environment. There,
I came to understand that medicine
alone cannot capture the full tapestry
of human health and dignity. It is only
when we integrate medical knowledge
with insights from environmental
science, public policy, and global health

that we begin to address the structural

place where global perspectives meet
Japans deep academic traditions. Its
also a place that challenges us to think
critically, question our assumptions, and
pursue the full extent of our intellectual
curiosity. The liberal education here, both
within and outside the classroom, invites
us not only to define and strengthen our
own passions and convictions, but also to
open ourselves up to understanding the
perspectives of others.

I believe the real value of this
experience is in the people we meet
and the ideas we share. Conversations
with classmates from different cultures,
guidance from professors whose work
spans continents, and challenges that
make us rethink what we know — all of
these change how we see the world.

In the years ahead, welll gradually
fields, but this shall

not be our sole takeaway from this

master our

university. We will collaborate, we will
debate, and we will find solutions to
problems that matter. For those of us

in Environmental Sciences, I hereby list

forces shaping human well-being. As
a citizen of Japan—the most rapidly
aging society in the world—I feel a
profound sense of responsibility to
contribute to the evolving discourse on
care for vulnerable populations. It is this
conviction that has led me to return to
Japan and pursue doctoral studies at
the University of Tokyo, where I hope
to explore the intersections of climate
resilience, social justice, and elder care.
As we embark upon this new chapter
together, let us not only strive for
excellence in our respective fields, but
also commit ourselves to the greater
endeavor of shaping a more equitable,
compassionate, and sustainable future.
Each of us carries unique perspectives,
lived  experiences, and  scholarly
aspirations. Let us nurture a community
that values intellectual rigor, mutual

respect, and collective purpose. I am

some urgent problems awaiting us ahead:
sustainability, climate change, and the
balance between human progress and the
limits of our planet. None of these can be
solved alone. They demand cooperation
across borders and disciplines, and the
courage to act. UTokyo gives us the tools,
the perspectives, and the community to
meet them together.

We're grateful for the opportunity to
study here, for the people who helped
us get here, and for the community we
are about to create together. Today is not
just the start of our studies — it’s the
start of a shared mission. Nobody knows
what the future holds, but I assure you,
I assure you all, that when that future

comes, we will not be bystanders.

Thank you all for listening, may all of
you have a good day, and this would be
all for my speech.

EFRMAT
EIN&RFsA

truly excited to walk this path alongside

each of you. Thank you very much—and

congratulations to us all.

HEF
F htza
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