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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2019 Autumn Semester Diploma Presentation /
Commencement Ceremony

Many congratulations to all of you.
You have been awarded a doctor’s,
master’s, professional, or bachelor’s
degree by the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of the University, I extend my
sincere congratulations to you all. I also
congratulate and express my sincere
appreciation to your families, who have

supported you through your studies.

725 graduate students completed their
programs this autumn. There are 245
doctoral degree program graduates,
422 master’s degree program graduates,
and 58 professional degree program
graduates. 74 undergraduate students
have also graduated. Of these, 18 are
graduates of Programs in English at
Komaba, or PEAK, an English-language

undergraduate  degree  program. In
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addition, 4 are graduates of the Global
Science Course of the Faculty of Science,
an  English-language  undergraduate
transfer program for those who started
their study at foreign universities. 525 of
our graduating students, or about 70%,
come from outside Japan.

Today, you take your well-earned
diplomas in hand. I am sure that many
of you are looking back over your days
at the university, remembering moments
of joy and the challenges you experienced

with your fellow students.

With those experiences behind you,
today you are about to take the next step
in your lives. Many of you will venture
into the world outside of academia. This
is a world that is changing like never
before. It is also difficult to predict how
this change will transform society in the
future. You may feel excited yet worried
about stepping out of the university, a
safe and secure environment for learning.
As you enter a new chapter in your lives,
I'd like to share a story of a past UTokyo
graduate that I think will offer some

insight to you.

That graduate is the pioneering female

anthropologist, Professor Hiroko Hara.

Professor Hara was among the first
group of female students admitted to
the University of Tokyo after the end
of World War II. It was when Japanese
universities were just opening their
doors to women. Now, female students
represent about 20% of the university's
student body. Back then, however, the
share of women was only two to three
percent. When Professor Hara enrolled
in the University in 1953, there were
only 58 female students out of about

2,000 entrants.

At that time, the University of Tokyo
was a place of research and education

dominated by men. But it accepted

women onto its campus, starting to
search for ways to change itself into a new
type of university. It was a time when
people who gathered here were trying
hard to create future-oriented, academic

disciplines.

At the University, 97.8% of the students
were men. In such an environment,
Professor Hara said she was empowered
by the words of her supervisor. He said:

“Half of humanity is women and any
society is made up of both men and
women. You can understand society only
by looking at it through the eyes of both
women and men. It is important for
society to have both perspectives. So, do

your best!”

Gradually, she was attracted to the
interesting aspects of anthropology —
discovering and trying to understand the
mysteries of humanity — and she devoted

herself to study.

In her undergraduate and graduate
programs, she was engaged in field work,
doing research on the lives of people in
Japan's farming, mountain and fishing
villages. She closely observed how
each individual lived by raremae (i
THi) , the prevailing norms of their
communities and social groups and how
they managed to live with one another
to sustain their communities. In Japan,
people are often said to put the norms
and rules of the group before anything in
their lives. Professor Hara then came to
wonder whether this value was universal
to people living in any social group. She
grew more interested to research hunter-
gatherer people, who were thought to live

in a flat, social structure without a leader.

In reality, however, there were only a
few hunter-gatherer communities that a
researcher could visit and study. Given
Japan's economic situation at the time,
it was not at all easy to do fieldwork
overseas. What's more, Japan had
no program in place for supporting a
graduate student to carry out overseas
fieldwork. So, Professor Hara went to
study in the United States in 1959 and
wrote a letter to a national museum
in Canada as a graduate student. She
managed to win support and got the
opportunity to research a hunter-gatherer
group in a far north region in Canada.
She was joined by a female researcher
of about the same age, Janice Hurlbert,
who had just received a master’s degree
in Canada. Two women of different
nationalities jumped into the harsh
environment that was home to an ethnic
group unknown to them. I believe this
was an incredible act of bravery. After
Janice Hurlbert finished her own project
and left, Professor Hara returned to

continue her research alone through the

harsh winter.

According to research papers at the time,
this hunter-gatherer group was called

“Hare Indians.”

The name Hare Indian comes from
the wild animals they eat. In the area
they inhabit near the Arctic Circle,
rivers freeze in October and the winter
temperature drops as low as 50 degrees
below zero. Naturally, there are few plants
and animals. Hares alone are not enough
to satisfy their hunger, but there are few
other animals or plants to eat. In such a
harsh environment, several families form
groups and live together in tents, moving

from place to place following their prey.
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To learn about their way of life, a
researcher also needs to live with them
in this harsh environment. One wrong
move and you risk losing your life. In a
situation like that, what would you do? I
suppose you would ask someone to teach
you what tools to prepare and how to

survive by using them.

Professor Hara also tried to seek advice
on how to make preparations. Let me tell
you one interesting episode. She went
to a group of Hare people in June and
asked how to use snowshoes before snow
started to fall in September. Just like skis,
snowshoes are strapped onto your shoes
to make it easier to walk on snow. If she
hadn’t learned how to use them well,
she couldn’t have followed them from
one place to another. If she had been left
behind, her own life would have been
at risk. So, Professor Hara thought she
needed to learn how to use them before
the snow season. But the people she
asked only told her that she would figure
that out by herself, once she wore them
when snow began to fall in winter. They
laughed at her because she was trying to
put on snowshoes even though there was

no snow yet.

Then, she began to recognize that
Hare people didn’t have the concept of
learning from others or teaching others
how to do things. When asked if they
were taught how to catch moose, they
would say they taught themselves how
to do it better. Likewise, adults don't
teach children how to tan animal skins.
Children learn how to do it by watching
adules. At first, children can’t do tanning
as well as adults, so other people will
comment and say things like “that looks
strange.” But they don’t demonstrate
how to do it, and children also don’t
ask for advice. Children just watch other
people carefully when they are tanning,
try to find ways to improve their skills,
and eventually master the technique on

their own.

Through this fieldwork, Professor Hara
discovered that “having the willingness
to learn is observed universally among
humans, but the act of teaching and being
taught is not absolutely universal.” This
is one of the unique insights she gained

through her research.

Now, I would like to try and relate this

experience to the university today.

Two years ago, the University of Tokyo
celebrated the 140th anniversary since
its foundation. These 140 years can be
divided into two periods of roughly 70
years before and after the end of World
War II in 1945. We can call the first 70
years before the end of the war the first
period and the second 70 years following
the war the second period. Professor Hara
enrolled in this University to start her
research at the beginning of this second
period. Under its new constitution,
Japan aimed to become a nation of
peace and culture and Japanese society
was beginning to democratize itself at

the time.

And now, the University of Tokyo is at
the beginning of another 70 years, the
third period or what I call UTokyo 3.0.

Now, we have entered the era of UTokyo
3.0. Our society is changing more quickly
than ever before. In particular, we are
seeing great advances in information and
communications technologies in the 21st
century. We can move across national
borders easily, communicate with
people around the world in real time,
and instantly spread information far
and wide. But at the same time, we also

see the depletion of natural resources,

further environmental destruction and
global warming. All these are raising
more concerns over the sustainability of

the earth’s environment.

All of you are going to step into a new
world in these rapidly changing times.
I believe the story of Professor Hara's
spirit to accept and embrace differences
and her insights about learning will

give you some hints on how to live your

life ahead.

Professor Hara entered the University
of Tokyo as one of a very few female
students. In those days, women had
already obtained education, voting and
inheritance rights like men. Even so,
she must have encountered unfamiliar
situations with her male counterparts
at the university. In her fieldwork, she
came across people who lived by different
values and in a very different natural
and physical environment. What is very
important is that she embraced the
unfamiliar and was able to put things
into an academic perspective. She could
do that because of her experiences at
the University of Tokyo. She learned
knowledge and methods from diverse
academic

disciplines, including

anthropology. In other words, the
University’ s broad liberal arts education
and intellectual training equipped her
with a sense of autonomy to “build
up her own academic field on her own
initiative.” This is because the university
encompasses a wide range of disciplines
including science, engineering, social
sciences and the humanities, and spans

both the past and future of humanity.

In these times of great change, we all need

to cope with unfamiliar environments
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and people with different ways of
thinking, and to build new relationships
with them. Given that, Professor Hara's
endeavor nearly 70 years ago inspires
us. The knowledge she gained at the
university gave her the strength to pursue
her goals. And each and every one of you
should have that same knowledge, too.

I hope you will venture into your new

fields, with your heads held up high.

Having the willingness to learn is
universal among humans, but asking
others how to learn is not. This discovery
by Professor Hara is a very important
insight we can turn to in these times of
great change. In the days when things
changed slowly, what you had to learn

was already completely described. And
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there were people who could teach it
to you. But today, we are seeing rapid
changes in technological innovation and
world affairs. There is no one who can
tell us what to expect and what to do. We
need to learn on our own. And there is no
end to that kind of learning. It continues

even after you graduate from university.

Professor Hara enjoyed learning new
perspectives through interacting with
people of different cultural backgrounds
and different values on a personal level.
I believe her positive outlook will also
give you the strength to carry on in these

rapidly changing times.

It is my hope that you will become a role

model for others to follow in life-long

Vi RDAT Y TREAMT Z L h &
To HBRMTIT b Z 0 LR ¢, 4
FErOoTHEOAE—FTH#MUL LTy §
To 01T, ZB{LOEDIHERDL 5L HDH,
FHHEETT, K¥EEOSRERWFOED D
P/ ONG D N 5 A 7/ /- A DA QRS
HbvahbLhvith. MEOH LV T 4 —
LRI TOLHE A I O TTD
BB, B P ERA LS, HEADERD
£/ LTSI ST By RRP I URE 3¢ 28

ZOEER, LB DOIRO A
T

BB, S RISORR M, Kb kLS
LMARH L &I i ote, ZORMBICHTT
REFAFINIANMEDO—N TS BUE. 3O
KEFEDFHNE D B ZIED 320 %FEEET
o3, HEEI2-3%ISBEF FEATU . Bk
AL R FIATF I NI 19534 b AP
#20004 D% b TR DFH58% T LT
MOPSAMNIS TGN Sk (b= OV TN
Pl ZHE THMED b 7o FWITEE OV
WP b A AN BT WRFDIEY )i %
BERLRFSEDS I L LTV DOTY, ZL

S

5

learning and take the lead to cultivate
new frontiers in this new era. Most
importantly, I hope you will enjoy that
process just as you did with learning at

this University.

You may face tough challenges. You may
feel helpless at times. Remember that
you can always turn to the University for
help. The University of Tokyo will always
be with you. Graduation does not mean
the conclusion of your relationship with
us. Our alumni all over the world are all
your colleagues. Together, we will create

a better, future society.

Congratulations!
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Graduation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

First of all, I would like to thank
all of you for attending this
morning’s ceremony. I would like
to congratulate today’ s graduates as
well. All the hard work we have put
in finally pays off today, so we should
all be proud. I would also like to
take this opportunity to thank our
families, friends, faculty members,
and everyone who assisted us with
our studies in one way or another. In
addition, I would like to give a special
thanks to my supervisor, Professor

Nobuhara, for all of his support.

Soon, many of us will graduate from
this university. We have spent only
a couple of years in this institution.
However, during that relatively short

time, I was fortunate enough to meet

a lot of wonderful people. Their
knowledge, passion, and genuine
curiosity have left a large impression
on me. I feel blessed to have become
close friends with a number of them.
Their knowledge and passion have
helped motivate and inspire me in
my own studies. College is a place
of diverse ideas and perspectives. Of
course, we do not always agree, and
sometimes we have heated debates,
but it is part of the enjoyment of
academic life. I deeply appreciate
the people I have met on my
journey. I will always remember our

time together.

I am sure that most of us have had

similar ~ experiences  during our

university days. Many people think of

college as merely a group of buildings
or a place to take exams and earn
grades. However, the heart of any
university is the ongoing intellectual
dialogue between numerous scholars.
The face of a university constantly
changes, as students graduate and
new ones arrive. Still, I am certain
that the same kind of friendship and
camaraderie, which today’s graduates
have experienced, is also essential for
future generations here as well. The
sustainability of these bonds depends
on the never-ending interactions
between students and professors at
this university. Those of us who are
leaving now know that this university
will continue to be a special place
to study long into the future. It has

been a privilege to participate in a

Graduation Ceremony Student Representative’s Speech

President Gonokami, distinguished

faculty, families, friends and
graduating class of 2019, good
morning. It is an incredible honor
and privilege to stand here today
and speak on behalf of the College of
Arts and Sciences and the graduating
cohort of the PEAK program. The
Greek philosopher Heraclitus once
said, “change is the only constant in

life.”  But while change is inevitable,

we can always choose the way we

tackle it.

The very first change that brought
us all together began four years ago,
right here at the Yasuda Auditorium,
where we officially became Todai-sei.
I think I can speak for us all when
I say that the transition from high
school to university evoked a sense of

anticipation brimming with curiosity

and excitement, accompanied by the
promise of new classes, a new campus

and new friends.

But change does not always come
bearing such roseate hopes. When I
first came to the University of Tokyo,
I had aspired to become a diplomat
specializing in China-Japan relations,
and conducted my first two years

here accordingly. However, in my

ROAF, [FEBDELAIER] |, &34, 1979,
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small part of this universitys storied
history. I wish you all the best of luck

in your upcoming endeavors.

Thank you for everything.
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second year, I was told that having
undertaken my tertiary education
overseas disqualified me from the
Chinese

Forced to reorient my personal

diplomatic  occupation.
trajectory, and to recoup the better
part of my endeavours during Junior
Division, I found my way forward
in shifting my focus to international
law. And it was the flexibility of
PEAK

relevant classes in my Senior Division

that allowed me to take
and write my graduation thesis on
international law. In doing so, I have
been afforded an understanding of
diplomatic issues that would have

remained inaccessible had T refused

to stray from my original plan.

I believe that the changes we have
made in the past will always move us
forward, even if we may not always
see how they could. The PEAK
programme itself is a change brought
on by internationalization efforts
and we have played an active part
in shaping its direction. As T look
back on these past four years, on
how we overcame the hurdles of
academic life, opened our first
PEAK booth at Komaba-sai, and
launched a new circle named Echo
centering on environmental issues,

I can only hope that we have done

enough to revitalize whatever
was calcified around us, even as
we have struggled to master the

changes we encountered.

But more importantly, I am glad
that we all made it to today,
finishing our four years of hard
work with confidence and honor.
I think we should all thank our
professors and the academic staffs
for their patient guidance and
tutelage, our parents and friends
who supported us financially and
emotionally, and also ourselves,
the graduating class of 2019, for

prevailing against all odds and

making this very change possible.

At this moment, we are at the
crossroads of yet another change.
Wherever we may find ourselves in
the time to come, I believe we are
going to walk out of this auditorium
with confidence, pride, and a clearer
sense of direction. And even though
we know that the future before us
holds only more changes still, we are
not afraid. T firmly believe that we
will not only embrace those changes,

but also turn them into our strengths.

Last but not least, congratulations,
class of 2019. Thank you.
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Welcome to the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of the University's faculty, I would

like to extend our sincere congratulations to

all of you. I would also like to congratulate
your families, who have supported you

through your studies and some of them

are present here today to join in this

celebration.
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This autumn, the number of students
joining our Graduate Schools is 806.
444 are joining master’ s programs, 309
are joining doctoral programs, and 53 are
joining professional degree programs. At
our undergraduate faculties, 37 students
are enrolling in Programs in English at
Komaba, or PEAK, an English-language
degree program. Also, 4 students are
entering the Global Science Course of the
Faculty of Science, an English-language
transfer program for those who started their

study at foreign universities.

All of you must be eager to take on new
challenges in research and study at the
University of Tokyo. The University has
high academic standards built up over its
140-year history, a wide range of disciplines,
and rich academic resources. I would like
you to dedicate yourself fully to learning
in this outstanding academic environment
and play leading roles in creating a new
society of tomorrow. You will have full

support from all our staff at the University.

Today, our world is facing great changes.
It is also facing many challenges. In
January last year, I attended the World
Economic Forum Annual Meeting in
Davos, Switzerland. The main theme of the
Forum was “Creating a Shared Future in
a Fractured World.” We are now seeing
the development of many “divisions”

spreading in a number of areas: division by
national borders, racial divide, economic
disparity, different political structures,
religious conflicts, different stances on
bioethics or environmental issues, as well
as highly-segmented academic disciplines.
We are all living in a fractured world.
Such division limits the possibility of
dialogue, achieving mutual understanding
or cooperation to create a shared future.
How can we work together to overcome
such difficult times? Today, by way of my
congratulatory message to you, 1 would
like to share several stories that I hope will

stimulate you to think about this.

In May this year, we saw the end of the
Heisei era and the start of a new era,
Reiwa. The name of this new era was
reported to originate from Japan's ancient
poetry “Manyoshu.” There is the same
combination of Chinese characters found in
Chinese classical literature “Wen Xuan.”

There was a discussion about whether the
origin of Reiwa was from Japanese literature
or from Chinese literature. But if you
consider how Japanese expressions came
to be formed, it seems natural that the
Chinese characters in Manyoshu have their

origin in Chinese classics.

Since ancient times, Japan was eager to
learn and accept Chinese civilization,
digested and developed it further to create a
new society and culture. Chinese characters
as  “written letters” are one such prime
example. Waka poems in Manyoshu were
written in Manyo-gana, which used the

of Chinese

to represent the Japanese language. This

pronunciations characters
innovative method eventually lead to the

invention of Hiragana and Katakana.

Since those ancient days, Japanese people
have creatively used a combination of
Chinese and Kana characters as their
communication tool. This has, in turn,
fostered the ability to create new Japanese
words and develop Japanese culture. I hope
the new era name, Reiwa, will help remind
us of our ancestors’ vitality for creating new
original culture, and their open minded

approach to ideas from overseas.

In the Meiji era in the late 19th century,
Japan learned a lot of modern knowledge
from the West. To bring in this new
knowledge, a huge amount of translation
was carried out, which also helped to
set the stage for academic development.
This was made possible because Japanese
people had the ability to use Chinese
characters. Many new Japanese words
were created through translation. This was
thanks to Japan's tradition of intellectual

training and experience. Our ancestors

9

used a combination of Chinese-derived
On (%) -reading and Japanese-original
Kun () -reading methods to freely turn
concepts expressed in foreign languages into
original Japanese expressions. This was not
the work of one or two scholars. Based on
a body of Japanese, Chinese and Western
knowledge accumulated by the end of the
Edo period, a number of new “knowledge
professionals”  worked hard to develop
new academic fields. The collective work
of these knowledge professionals was the
driving force that pushed Japan toward the

modern age.

Since the Meiji era, many Chinese students
have come to study in Japan and learned
about new concepts in newly-invented
translations of words from the West,
such as university, philosophy, economy,
socialism, and republic. They took these
new expressions back to China. At this
time, East Asian countries began rushing
toward modernization. In fact, the Japanese
word  “Kindai (3Ef%) " or modern itself
was one of those translated words from
the West. Culture represents a history
of learning exchanges between different
groups of people. It embodies the crossing
of knowledge over borders today. You are
all now going through a time of great
change. A new form of cross-cultural
exchange will emerge unlike anything we
have experienced before. To take the lead in
creating this new culture, I would like you
to gain the foundations of knowledge here
at this University that will spark new ideas

and new ways of thinking.
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Now, all of you are here to learn about
various specialized fields. Any academic
discipline is basically about presenting
new perspectives or new ways of thinking
through words and writing papers to
share those findings with others. They
are the very basics of academic learning.
This remains the same even in these times
of change. Our General Library is one of
the University's symbolic buildings. It
has over 1.2 million books. This building
houses an enormous collection of research
papers, books, and other documents. But
the Great Kanto Earthquake, which hit
Tokyo directly in 1923, caused what one
can call the greatest tragedy in the history
of Japan's libraries. The earthquake burned
down the General Library which housed
a rich collection of books from various
schools of the Edo Shogunate. Moreover,
a number of rare books that had been
collected from around Japan and abroad
ever since the Meiji Restoration were all
gone. But later, the University received
financial support and precious collections
of books and documents from around Japan
and from overseas institutions including
the Rockefeller Foundation. Thanks to all
these donations, the University was able to

rebuild the library over time.

I would encourage you to enter and explore
this library. You will feel that it represents
a rich stock of words built over the years
by this University. You can imagine how all
the support from Japan and abroad went
toward rebuilding the library. It can teach
you one important lesson: cultures flourish
only through exchanges with peoples from
different regions and by crossing the borders
that divides them. In that sense, it is truly
symbolic that the General Library, a symbol
of the University's knowledge, recovered
from the ashes with generous support from

around Japan and across the world.

One of the library’s key collections is the
Ogai Collection. Mori Ogai, a famous
Japanese novelist, was born in 1862 in an

area now called Tsuwano Town, in Shimane

Prefecture, located in the western part of
Japan. He graduated from the Faculty of
Medicine and became an army surgeon.
Later, he went to study in Germany. After
he returned from Germany, he worked as
a medical doctor and became a capable
bureaucrat who played a key role in
supporting the Meiji government. On the
other hand, he was also talented in music
and the arts and is now better known in
the field of literature. Ogai collected a huge
volume of books throughout his life. His
family donated that collection to our library
in 1926, three years after the earthquake.
The other day, I myself went to see those
books again. When you walk up the lofty
stairs inside the General Library, you will
see rows of precious books — about 16,000
books of Japanese and Chinese classics and
about 2,600 German and other western
books. Many of them still have Ogai's
notes in them. You are about to start your
studies at the University, roughly 130 years
after Ogai's enrollment. You can still go to
the General Library and take one of Ogai's

books in your own hands.

I was greatly surprised that intellectuals in
the Meiji era gained so much knowledge
from all those books and generated many
new words. What makes me more surprised
is that Ogai’ s book collection covers not
just his specialization — medicine and
natural science — but also a wide range
of fields of the humanities and sciences
including literature, philosophy, history
and the arts. It seems that his interest
was not just limited to medicine but
was covered on nature and human

society in general.

What if Ogai were alive today? How
would he view students’ learning today

and research activities at the University?

10

At the beginning of this address, I said
that the world is now fractured. Academic
disciplines are also becoming highly
specialized and increasingly segmented. I
don’t think he would be satisfied with such

a divided state of knowledge.

W are living in a time of great change, and
this is creating the force that is causing this
division in knowledge. Looking at Ogai's
books, I felt that he had a flexible sensibility
and vitality that could easily transcend such
divisions. There is no limit or boundary to
academic learning. Your academic interests
should expand as wide as possible. It is
perfectly fine even if you can't narrow
down your interest in the first few years. If
a young Ogai were here today, he would be
likely to let his burning curiosity lead him
and take on new challenges to pursue new

academic horizons.

The University of Tokyo is the best place
for taking such new endeavors. We are a
comprehensive university. Our campuses
are home to both Bunkei (the arts and
humanities (3£%)) and Rikei (the
sciences (¥5%)). This is a common way
in which we divide the academic fields in
Japan. Bunkei includes fields such as social
sciences and Rikei includes fields such as
natural and applied sciences, engineering
and mathematics. But the wall separating
the two is now breaking down fast. For
example, psychology, a Bunkei discipline,
and brain science, a Rikei discipline, are
now being merged. Big data analytics has
brought about new research methods for
social sciences as well. As such, the line
between Bunkei and Rikei is becoming
vague. This has opened up new fields
that were never thought to be academic
disciplines before. These new fields have

the potential to develop even further and
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to expand the boundaries of knowledge.
Efforts to cross academic borders are
speeding up. To create new academic fields,
all of you need to develop the sensibility
and vitality to challenge conventional

wisdom and go beyond it.

Lastly, let me share one happy episode after
I became the University President. I now
have opportunities to meet with people
from various fields and hear their stories
in person. One such person I met was Mr.
Yoshiharu Habu, one of the most famous
shogi masters in Japan. He sometimes
plays shogi against Al opponents. He is
also very interested in the latest advances
in Al technology. He told me that his
eyes were opened to new possibilities in
the familiar art of shogi after he started
playing against AL This is because Al learns
from an enormous volume of data about
the past moves that human players made,
and sometimes comes up with moves that
are totally unexpected by conventional
standards. These days, moreover, Al elevates

from the data generated in games that pit

(HAGER)
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Al against Al. Mr. Habu is a great master
of shogi, but he does not rest on his past
achievements. He does not hesitate to
take on and enjoy new challenges from
AL That's why he has won seven major
professional shogi lifetime titles, a feat ever

achieved before.

The University of Tokyo has long continued
its tradition of academic learning since the
Meiji era. This way of learning is now going
through a dramatic transformation unlike
anything we have seen before. The new
form of learning that we are seeing today
is not just about the fusion of Bunkei and
Riker disciplines. It is not just about the
combination of conventional methods.
I have no doubt that the whole world is
gaining momentum as we explore ways
to create new knowledge. I envy you
very much as you can start your research

activities in such an exciting time.

I believe this wave of dramatic change
presents a great chance for all of you. There

is no guaranteed formula for success in
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academic learning. I would like all of you
to resist the growing tide of division. I
would like all of you to bring together and
integrate all kinds of knowledge to cultivate
your own path into the future. Think, for a
moment, about the unlimited potential the
University has to offer you. The beauty of
academic learning is coming to understand
a universal truth from what is actually
happening around you and learning from
the wisdom that comes from beyond a
particular time and place. You have your
classmates seated next to you. Each of them

comes from a diverse background.

The vitality of academic learning comes
from diversity and the exchange of
differences. We are all gathered here for that
purpose. I believe that such a process of
knowledge collaboration will be the key
to our futures. Together, let us create
new forms of academic learning and a

new society.

A time of change is a great opportunity.
Let's fully enjoy this great fortune.
I hope all of you will make the most of your

time here at the University of Tokyo.

Congratulations!
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Welcome, ladies and gentlemen. My
name is Nobuhito Saito. I am the Dean
of the Graduate School of Medicine.
Today I welcome and congratulate new
graduate students at the University of
Tokyo. On behalf of the Graduate School
Deans, I happily and warmly welcome
you, your family, and your associates to

this ceremony today.

Starting today, you are officially graduate
students at the University of Tokyo. While
you have certainly earned the right to be
proud of becoming part of this school, at
the same time I count on you, wherever
you go from now on, to remember and
to fulfill the responsibilities that are
incumbent upon you now as University

of Tokyo graduate students.

All of you, I am sure, have studied hard

and long, imagining a future in which
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you will contribute to society. To
make your dreams come true, starting
today you will begin a life of highly

specialized research.

Japanese dictionaries define the Japanese
term equivalent to the English term
“research” as “thinking deeply about
things, investigating them, and bringing
the truth to light.” While the term
research also means “study” — work and
efforts to acquire knowledge — properly
speaking, research is more academic
and specialized. It is the pursuit of new
findings and discoveries. If research is
defined as “the pursuit of truth” or “the
discovery of new facts,” then the hurdles
may be high for people just starting out.
After all, discoveries cannot be planned

or scheduled.

My personal definition of research is work
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that produces new knowledge. In general,
research is done by reading what has
been written on your topic, establishing
a hypothesis based on an idea, doing
experiments to test the hypothesis, and
interpreting the results — all to create new
knowledge in your field of interest. This
basic approach to research is common to
all fields of academic inquiry. In countless

laboratories, it is the routine work of
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researchers creating new knowledge.
Of course when this process is carried
out continually, after many successes
and failures, it sometimes happens that
a breakthrough discovery is made, and
this for the researcher is a moment of
supreme joy.

Essential to the «creation of new
knowledge is an understanding of what is
already known in the field. That is, you
need solid background knowledge. It's
important to begin by understanding
your predecessors’ achievements well,

because new knowledge is created against

that backdrop.

To build a base from which to create new
knowledge, you need to learn as much as
possible from published reports of research
done in your field. In your studies thus
far I'm sure you've found textbooks and
other summary information in forms that
are quite easy to understand. In contrast,
from now on you'll do “original”
research. You will work in domains for
which textbook summaries don't exist
and, to fill the gaps in existing knowledge,
you yourselves must become the pioneers.
It's important to build your skills as a
scientific thinker, and you can do that
by acquiring background knowledge,
by getting advice from your teachers
and from graduate students with more
experience, and by learning from noted
researchers at seminars and conferences.
Try also to improve your communication
skills by engaging in discussions with

your colleagues.

But even as you learn by interacting with
others, you may well find that by doing
your own thinking, your own study, your
own research, you will become a true
expert, one with unparalleled knowledge
in your field. All of you will someday
make decisive contributions to your
respective fields of scholarship. Be proud
to be an expert in your field. The history

of science and technology gives us many

examples of revolutionary discoveries
and inventions being made by young,
energetic researchers. We look forward to

you too doing such productive research.

My field is neurosurgery, brain and head
surgery. The history of head surgery goes
back to ancient era. In China there was a
legendary physician named Hua Tué who
lived from the end of the second until the
beginning of the third century of our era.
Using a general anesthetic called méfeisdn,
he performed a variety of surgeries. It is
said that quite a number of those surgeries
were performed on the head. That was in
the period of Chinese history known as
the Three Kingdoms. In the Kingdom of
Wei, there was a notable king named, Céo
Cao, or Sousou in Japanese, who suffered
from persistent headaches, which may
have been caused by a brain tumor. Hua
Tué examined Cdo Cao for his persistent
headaches and urged C4o Cio to undergo
an operation. But this angered Cédo Cao,
who threw Hua Tué into prison, where
he died. While in prison, Hua Tué gave
his writings to a prison guard, but the
guard's wife burned the manuscript, so
later generations never found out how
Hua Tué induced anesthesia. The world
would have to wait until much later,
when here in Japan, a physician named
Seishu Hanaoka developed Tsusensan,
another general anesthetic, in 1804. That

was about 1600 years later.

My point in telling you that story is that

even if you make a great discovery, if

you don’t also record it clearly and pass
it down to future generations, then your
discovery will come to nothing. So be sure
that you also learn how to write scientific
reports to communicate your findings.
Even after your research itself is complete,
the task of writing scientific papers will
take a lot of your time. Compiling figures
and tables, putting the findings into
polished, logical sentences, submitting
the paper, going through revisions, and so

on requires perseverance.

Every field of endeavor has its own
particular characteristics, but being able
to write scientific papers in a foreign
language to share your findings with the
rest of the world is important. Seishu
Hanaoka's Tsusensan came 40 years
before the discoveries in the West of
anesthetics such as “laughing gas” and
diethyl ether, but as you can imagine, no
one outside of Japan knew about it at

the time.

Over a much shorter time span, daily
record-keeping is also important. Make it
a rule never to forget to take notes of your
research work every day. Preserve your

research data and your thoughts.

Finally, I thank you for choosing the
University of Tokyo for your research
training. Our faculty members will
support you in every way they can, and
the University of Tokyo hopes to grow
with you. It is my heartfelt wish that all

of you will have brilliant futures.
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Matriculation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

President Gonokami, distinguished
deans and faculty, my fellow students

— good morning!

It is my great honor to have been
asked to speak on this memorable
occasion. Just one week ago, I
received my master’s degree diploma
right here, in Yasuda Auditorium.
Now it's time to set out from that
mile stone, namely, to push forward
the boundary of knowledge further.
This morning I want to share my
experience and  impressions  of
our University and present my
perspective on what it means to
become a new student here at the

University of Tokyo.

I am a student of the Graduate
School of Mathematical Sciences.
From the view of mathematicians,
the development and new ideas of
mathematics

are not completely

from the problems in mathematics
itself but also from other subjects.
I firmly believe that the parallel
conclusion holds for almost any
other disciplines. Nowadays
traditional barriers between different
subjects  disappear gradually, as
mature academic system and rapid
progress of science and technology
guarantee the exponential growth of
mankind's  knowledge. Therefore,
interdisciplinary  collaboration s
of a great necessity. As students
of the University of Tokyo, we
are supposed to take advantage of
both collaboration across different
research fields and solid foundations
of our own expertise so that we can
do something innovative like creating
useful industrial products or finding
theoretical breakthroughs.

During my two years at the

University of Tokyo, I attended a

conference and a summer graduate
school at the United States and a
variety of activities organized by local
communities and by international
students supporting groups of the
University of Tokyo, such as Kashiwa
International Office and Go Global
Center. My research life at the
Graduate School of Mathematical
Sciences and visits to the United
States helped me blush up my skills
of communication and improve my
understanding to academia, which is
crucial to my future career. I have to
say that our University provides us
with an excellent platform to immerse
ourselves into Japanese society and to
embrace the increasingly challenging
world. We gather by the same thirst
for learning, appetite for curiosity
and the bravery to question the
unknown. The University of Tokyo
is a community in which values

and ideas from across the world are

Matriculation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

ARSI ABIEEI TS ET,
Good Morning all.

President Makoto Gonokami and
Dean Nobuhito Saito - thank you
very much for the warm welcome
and your valuable insights. Respected
faculty, fellow students and families
- I can feel the excitement in the
air, doesn’ t it feel great to be here
today? It is my pleasure and privilege
to be chosen as a representative of
new students for our Matriculation
ceremony. I am Mahi PATKI. T was
born in India, and have been living
in Japan for the past 11 years. [
will be studying the environmental
science course in the pursuit of
having a meaningful contribution to
the conservation and sustainability
of our environment. Although our

individual goals may be different,

our ultimate goal is to become global
citizens and enhance our society. The
PEAK program is the perfect place

to start.

Therefore, we must congratulate
ourselves  for finally becoming
students of the University of Tokyo
- the first imperial university, and one
of Japan's most prestigious places to
study. The past year or so has been
challenging for all of us. Whether it
was preparing for exams, writing an
essay about Utopia, discovering how
to send registered post for the first
time, or worrying about whether
you will reach Komaba campus in
time for your interview, because one
of the only days it snowed in Tokyo
this year, had to be on that very day.
And the list goes on, perhaps we

have a few common challenges, but

every one of our lists will be slightly
different because that is the beauty
of international programs such as
PEAK. Although our challenges are
different, our strengths, interests, and
skills are also different, and T am sure
that we are all looking forward to

learning from these differences.

Moreover, we have come this far,
separately, from different countries,
cultures, and expectations. But from
now on, we embark on an adventure
together, and I am sure that we will
bring out the best in one another.
For many of us, it will be the first
time doing a number of new things,
like living away from our family, but
we must remember that we are not
alone, and we have a very supportive

and caring new family here.
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respected, and we can make a joint
effort to tackle the global issues as
cosmopolitans.

Let us start our voyage pursuing a
brand-new theory, truth and the
improvement of human society,
right here at the University of
Tokyo. I would like to conclude by
quoting an ancient Chinese poet, Qu

“The road ahead
is long and has no ending; yet high

Yuan, meaning

and low I will search with my will
unbending.” B EIBES, Tl
EFifik#. Thank you!

ETE L
<k /NpEaa

Recently, we have spent a lot of time
thinking about the future. Although
we have an exciting four years to
look forward to at the University of
Tokyo — today, on this very special
occasion, I request all of you to think
about the present because as it is
correctly said, the present is a gift. It
is moments like this that will last us
a lifetime.
EILHYHESITELET,
Thank you.

XARS  BEAL
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