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Addpress of the President of the University of Tokyo
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at the 2015 Autumn Semester Diploma Presentation/

Commencement Ceremony

First, I would like to welcome you all.
You have been awarded a doctor’s,
master’s, professional, or bachelor’s
degree by the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of all the staff of the University,
I extend my sincere congratulations.
I would also like to express my
congratulations and gratitude to your
families, who have supported you

during your student days.

The number of students completing
postgraduate courses by the autumn
of this year is 536. Of which, there
are 246 doctor’s degree graduates,

232 master’s degree graduates, and

58 professional degree graduates. 40
undergraduate students have also
graduated. 332 students come from
outside Japan and such students

account for about 60% of the total.

You come from around the world.
Of the top universities in the world,
you chose to study at the University
of Tokyo. Now, when you think back
on your days at the University, you
may have memories of both happy
and difficult times. But also, there
must be a great sense of achievement
as you prepare to turn the page on the

next chapter of your life.

RRXFHRE

At B

I would like to talk about the
connections between your academic
studies and today’s world. In the
twentieth century, we had many
epoch-making discoveries in all
fields of the natural sciences. Those
findings led to tremendous advances
in technologies and changes in

human society. For example, [ am a
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physicist, and in physics the theory of
relativity and quantum theory were
established in the early 20th century.
They changed the way we look at
space, time, and matter, as well as
the universe itself. Semiconductor
electronics emerged from modern
physics, leading to computers and
the Internet. Humanity has used
such scientific and technological
innovations to change society and

become a strong force for change.

Today,

problems  confront us.

however, many global
Natural
resources are running out and
the global environment is being
damaged. We also face global
financial uncertainty and aging
populations, as well as epidemics and
regional disparities. In recent years,
serious conflicts have been increasing
around the world. So, we might
wonder if humanity really is heading
in the right direction. Perhaps we
do not know enough to control the
power we have developed. No matter
what we feel and no matter what our
doubts are, we have to address these
problems. To do so, we must share
knowledge, collaborate, and find
innovative solutions together with

people around the world.

The University of Tokyo was
established in the Meiji era to
introduce Western expertise and
modernize the country. This year
marks our 138th anniversary. Since
those early days, the University has
taken a unique approach to academic
studies. We place importance on
pursuing universal truth in the
humanities and social sciences, as
well as in the natural sciences. We

drew upon resources from East and

West and incorporated them into
the traditional culture of Japan to
create new knowledge. This approach
established the University's tradition
of academic diversity.  To find
solutions to the complex and difficult
problems we face today, we need to
approach them from wide-ranging
perspectives. In that sense, the
importance of diversity in academic
studies, which you learned here,

continues to increase.

In April this year, I became President
of the University. At that time, I
talked to the new students about the
three basic abilities they will need to
be knowledge professionals. These are
the ability to think up new ideas and
concepts by oneself, the perseverance
to continue thinking, and the ability
to retrace one's steps and go back to
the basic principles. Those still apply
to all of us. Having these abilities,
we must take action. In doing so, we
must collaborate with other people.
To have successful collaboration, you
need to recognize where you stand

and to respect others.

You have come to Japan from all
over the world, bringing different
experiences with you. By studying
together, I am sure you have further
accumulated experiences and made
lifelong friends. Now, as you prepare
to go out into the world, I urge you
to continue sharing your diverse
origins and cultural experiences. As
a knowledge professional, you can

create 2 community where differences

7

in ethnic origin, nationality, gender,
age, culture, and religion are

recognized, respected, and celebrated.

I guarantee that all of you have
acquired the intellectual abilities
I have just referred to. You will
continue to face many challenges.
But, do not be afraid of failure. Have
confidence in yourself and always

look for fresh challenges.

The ties between you and the
University of Tokyo will remain
throughoutyour lives. One of our goals
is to be a “global base for knowledge
collaboration”, which is a forum for
creating values and finding solutions
for the global community. 1 hope
you and the University of Tokyo will
continue to break down boundaries
and make important contributions to
humanity. As you seek solutions, the
university will always be here to help
you. And, when you face obstacles,
when you want to return to basic
principles, or when you want to find
support from friends and colleagues,
please make full use of the University
of Tokyo. Our doors are always open

to our alumni.

There will be no end to your search
for knowledge. You must continue
to take up challenges, for yourself and
for the future for humankind, with
pride and confidence in what you
learned at the University of Tokyo.

I would like to wish you all well and
every success in your careers.

Congratulations.
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Graduation Ceremony Student Representative's Speech

President  Gonokami, distinguished
faculty, and fellow graduates **+ good
morning,

I am Ewsuji Kancko, and it is my
greatest  pleasure and honor to
have been granted the opportunity
of speaking at such an auspicious
ceremony on behalf of all of the
graduating students of The University
of Tokyo. First of all, I would like to
express my deepest appreciation to my
supervisors, colleagues, and family for
all their support in my research work.
I'm sure that everyone graduating
today feels the same way.

I graduated from this university
with a master’s degree in 2004, and
started working for a pharmaceutical
company. I have been working there

as a researcher, and have lead several

projects. Some years ago, I had a

274

brh

difficult time in conducting my
research. I was perplexed, so I decided
to come back to The University of
Tokyo * to return the starting line of
my research life -+ to  “reset” myself
as a researcher *** and to enhance my
research attitude and skills in a doctoral
program. I re-entered The University
of Tokyo in autumn 2012 and began
my research activities anew, and still
maintained a fulltime employment
position with my company.

In the company I often promoted
research  projects according to a
consensus among team members.
Doctoral level research, however,
demands that an original theory be
constructed from your own individual
ideas. As a result, I found myself in
a conundrum. Carrying out Ph.D.

research while working fulltime forced

SERE274E B KSRk T A2 0H3, 10HGH (K) L2,
Kl (W) BTSN E L FHilo

me to lose much sleep and I even had
to spend some holidays on my doctoral
research. It was difficult, but I was
resilient. Yet, this was an opportunity
in disguise *** a golden opportunity -
to reconsider the proper attitude of a
researcher again for me, *** someone
who has spent more than 10 years
conducting research in a corporate
environment. The University of Tokyo
afforded me the precious opportunity
to  “reset’” myself as a researcher
and to assume the responsibility for
pursuing a theory. These student days
were so exciting!

In these past three years, my personal
surroundings have changed. I had
my first child, and I was transferred
to a new position in my company. In
addition to these events, the experience

of formalizing my research results into

z ok,

AT (355 R 2 A
YEASMIN Fouzia & A. #HFEF T

a doctoral thesis greatly impacted me.
Although I “was” basically a passive
type, I have changed. My mindset
towards research has changed. My
lifestyle has changed ~dramatically.
And what has caused these wonderful
changes is *** the feeling of fulfillment
and confidence from the completion of
my doctoral research work.

Once again, I would like to express my
sincerest gratitude to my supervisors,
colleagues, and family all of whom
supported my research.

Thank you very much for your
attention, and I hope that you all find
the successes that you seek in your

future.

(L
MACHIDA Angeli

R & b, SRR & AL Ny R TR
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e TPF M R 22 R A e R 3N b X & U 2o

Kumikod A) » 0 HEH B G 1. 10R405 12K % #%
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Address of the President of the University of Tokyo

at the 2015 Autumn Matriculation Ceremony

Welcome to the University of Tokyo.
On behalf of all the staff of the
University, I would like to extend our
sincere congratulations to you and

your families.

The total number of students entering
our graduate schools this autumn
is 590. Of which, there are 301 in
master's courses, 249 in doctor’s
courses, and 40 in professional degree
courses. Besides, 30 students are
enrolling in Programs in English at
Komaba (PEAK) and 5 students are
entering Global Science Course. All
of you must be eager to take on new
challenges in research and studies at
the University of Tokyo. We will offer
you opportunities to interact with
other top universities and institutions
around the world through programs
such as the Top Global University
Project and the Program for Leading
Graduate Schools. I would like you
to make best use of our outstanding
academic environment to expand and
realize your dreams. You will have the
full support from all our staff at the

University.

The fundamental principles of the
University of Tokyo are to engage in
education and research at the highest
levels in the world, while pursuing
universal truth and knowledge,

and to contribute to humanity.

These principles are set out in the

University of Tokyo Charter. The
pursuit of truth and knowledge
driven by a freely inspired mind is
an activity which only human beings
can undertake. The results of research
should be shared globally, create new
value, and take humanity to the next

stage.

The twentieth century saw dramatic
developments  in  science  and
technology. For example, the theory
of relativity and quantum mechanics
were established in the field of
physics, leading to computers, GPS,
and the Internet. As a result, we can

now instantly access information

from around the world.

At one time, spatial and time-scales
of the Earth were infinite and beyond
human comprehension. However,
those scales have shrunk, and are
now understood to be finite. Now
we know there are limits to the
Earth’s resources. On this limited
Earth, respect for diversity in culture,
religion, and philosophy has become
an important value that should be
shared throughout the world. So,
we ask ourselves: What form should
globalization take? I think the
answer is to create a society where
everybody can value the individuality
of others. That requires leaders who
drive collaboration: with a deep

understanding of this aspect of

RRAFHE
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diversity. 1 expect you to become
such leaders, who are “knowledge
professionals” and to take an initiative

to build such a global community.

I have two pieces of advice that will
help you to become “knowledge
professionals”. The first is to develop
a logical way of thinking. That is
also essential for your academic
studies and research. A discovery by
an individual can be shared among
other people only if it is firmly
supported by logic. So, make every
effort to improve your capacity for
logical thinking while studying at the
University. To do so, I recommend
you to take every opportunity to
discuss and share your thoughts with
friends and colleagues. I myself often
found that I could better understand
difficult research papers by discussing
them with my fellow students. You
will also find that a discussion with
your friends and seniors helps you
bring scientific logic into every
aspect of your studies and research.
In particular, it is crucial for writing
research papers. Logical thinking
skills will enable you to explore
the underlying causes of problems,
and make rational decisions on the
actions that need to be taken. These
are invaluable assets you can use

throughout your life.
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The second is the challenging
spirit to enter unexplored areas
of learning with ambition and
vision. Throughout academic
history, there have been occasions
when a new horizon suddenly
emerged from a familiar academic
landscape. These have helped us to
correct contradictions and flaws in
accepted knowledge. They have also
dramatically affected the perceptions
of society as a whole. Heliocentrism
and evolutionism are just two
examples. The excitement generated
promotes further academic studies.
By challenging accepted models, you

can also achieve paradigm shifts.

The University of Tokyo is often linked
more with science and engineering,
But today, I want to introduce you to

a challenge in the humanities.

In the 5th century BC, around
2,500 years ago, a number of great
spiritual leaders emerged almost
simultaneously around the world.
Gautama Buddha, who founded
Buddhism, was one. His teachings
spread through Asia. They were
collected in sacred books called
the Tripitaka. In the 6th century,
Buddhism was introduced into Japan.
Along with the Shinto religion,
Buddhism has provided spiritual
and cultural support for the Japanese

people.

In modern times, it has been
recognized that those religions
should be studied systematically. The
University of Tokyo has become a
global hub for theoretical research on
Buddhism. In 1924, Professor Junjiro
Takakusu, of the Faculty of Letters,

began editing the Chinese translation

of Tripitaka consisting of 100 volumes
called the Taisho Shinsht Daizokyd.
Professor Takakusu saw this project
as a cornerstone for disseminating
Asian spiritual culture throughout
the world. The project was based on
the most advanced research results
and methodologies available at that
time. Today, it is recognized as the

basic research standard in the world.

Professor Takakusu's spirit has been
passed on to our generation and
continues to stimulate new studies
on Buddhism. Professor Masahiro
Shimoda, at the Center for Evolving
Humanities of the Faculty of Letters,
launched a unique collaboration
project to construct a digital database
of the Taisho Shinsht Daizokyd. He
completed the project in 2007. It has
become a new standard for studies in
humanities, paving the way for a field
called Digital Humanities. I believe it

will spread around the world.

Human beings cannot always expect
the brightest of futures. Many problems
Natural

are running out and the global

confront  us. resources
environment is being damaged. We
also face global financial uncertainties,
aging populations, epidemics, and
regional disparities. Serious conflicts

and incidents can be seen in various

parts of the world. These days, people

are feeling more insecure.

To create a better society, we
must share our knowledge and
work together. The University of
Tokyo has an academic tradition
of drawing upon resources from
both East and West. This tradition
truly demonstrates the diversity of
knowledge held by humankind. You
will be following those traditions. The
experience you will have studying at
the University of Tokyo and in Japan

will be your strength.

As you prepare yourselves to become
leaders, 1 feel fortunate to share
a platform with you for creating
new knowledge as a shared value
of humankind. As President of the
University, I will ensure you have
the best educational and research
environment, so that you will be able
to devote yourselves to high-quality
study and research. Let us work
together to create a new tradition of

excellence.

I wish you all the best of luck in the

years ahead.

Congratulations!
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

Congratulations dear students, and wel-
come to the University of Tokyo. On
behalf of all the deans present here, I
would like to express a very warm wel-
come to all of you. I also extend my sincere
heartfelt congratulations to your families
and everyone who supported your journey
to the University of Tokyo. I understand
that now you are excited and filled with
hope at the thought of starting your aca-
demic life in our University. A few years
later, when you progress on to your next
stage in life, I hope you will have with you
not only a graduation certificate, but also
firm confidence and precious memories.
All the faculty members are committed to
fully support and help you to enjoy a fruit-

ful university life.

Presently we are faced with various crit-
ical problems and challenges that can
affect our future world. The world pop-
ulation is expected to increase from the
present 7 billion to more than 9 billion in
2050. I belong to the Graduate School of
Agricultural and Life Sciences. My biggest
concern is whether there will be enough
food production to feed the rising popu-
lation. Increasing the crop yield requires
abundant fresh water and agricultural land.
But the global climate change will make it
more difficult to secure sufficient water
and cultivable land. It is but natural that
everyone aspires for a healthy and comfort-
able life. However, uncontrolled economic
development and modernization acceler-
ates global warming, which may lead to
further environmental degradation. We
must remember the fact that we are living
on the earth with limited space and lim-
ited resources. Finding the solutions to
create a more sustainable society through
innovative technology and improved social
systems are the missions for the scientist,

which you have to shoulder in future.

One of the most indispensable missions of
the university is creation of scientific knowl-
edge, and from now you are a member of
the creative activities in the University of
Tokyo. We conduct long term research for

accumulation of large quantities of data.

Although you will be associated with the
university for a few years, by pursuing
research, you will contribute to the scien-
tific progress of your laboratory. Creation
of new knowledge requires a comprehen-
sive understanding of the existing knowl-
edge. During the process of learning, you
must have many questions about the infor-
mation provided in text books and scien-
tific papers. Questioning leads to creation
of new knowledge. Whether you become a
part of an innovation or discovery depends
on how extensively you can reexamine the
existing knowledge from new view points.
Most of the research activity consists of
framing and verifying a hypothesis. Some
students may have to repeat the trial and
error many times. However, this should
not be considered as a retreat from success,

but as a progress towards the truth.

Graduate students will become members
of laboratories and soon get busy with
research related to the thesis. It is possible
that they would spend most of the time
inside the laboratory and have a few oppor-
tunities to interact with other people.
Undergraduate students too may spend
most of the time with their batch-mates
and have limited associations with students
and professors not related to their course.
Interacting with professors and researchers
with different specialties could give you a
good opportunity to brainstorm, acquire a
bird's-eye view, and add a new perspective
to your own research. Trying to explain
your research to those with diverse back-
grounds or answering simple questions
from the researchers can add new insights
and inspiration. The University of Tokyo
offers various multi-disciplinary opportu-
nities to learn about a wide range of spe-
cialties. I would like to you to fully utilize
these opportunities, make many friends,

and enrich yourselves as much as possible.

Not only in research, but in life too, it is
important not to run away from things we
do not like, but to challenge and try one's
best at everything. All of us have strengths
and weaknesses. You can run away from

your weaknesses and can live without

11
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experiencing disappointment if you never
confront challenges. Although you can
avoid failures by not facing challenges, you
will lose the opportunity of experiencing
the success and gratification achieved after
attempting difficult tasks. If you can con-
tinue to try, you can overcome and change
your weaknesses into your strengths. This
experience will make you develop confi-
dence in yourself and change your future
dramatically. When you are happy, you can
laugh at your past failures. I hope that you
will challenge various things and become

successful researchers.

My message until now was meant for all
the students. Lastly, I would like to add a
few words for the International students,
who decided to come all the way to Japan
for studies. Thank you for choosing our
University. I sincerely hope that, in addi-
tion to excelling in studies, you will also
find time to enjoy the nature and life in
Japan. If you travel to the countryside, you
can enjoy the bountiful nature and unique
culture of Japan, something that cannot
be experienced in Tokyo. Please interact
with the Japanese students and neigh-
bors around you and make many friends.
These experiences will surely make your
life in Japan fruitful. I wish you will have
an exciting time with pleasant memories
in the University of Tokyo, and consider

Japan as your second home.

I hope you will continue to keep up the
motivation you feel today. Once again,
congratulations and best wishes to all
of you. Thank you very much for your

attention.

e BRI L
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