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Relations in 1879 between Drs. Kenji Osawa and Ludwig Ddderlein,
as viewed from Osawa's diary and memoranda

Teruaki Nishikawa {The Nagoya University Museum)

Dr. Kenji Osawa [=Oosawa] (1852-1926), a distinguished professor in the Medical
School of the Imperial University of Tokyo, and for some period its president, is well
known as the founder of physiology in modern Japan. During his stay at the University of
Strassburg for doctoral studies supervised by Prof. Friedrich Leopold Goltz, Osawa
contacted a German biologist Dr. Ludwig Heinrich Philipp Déderlein (1855-1936). The
reason for this contact was to invite him to the University of Tokyo for 2 years beginning
in November 1879 as a professor of natural history at the Preparatory Course of the
Medical Department. Newly examined documents {Osawa's diary and memoranda) kept
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by his grandson Mr. Yuzo Osawa in Yokohama revealed some details of relations and
negotiations between them in 1879.

These contacts were prompted by a request made by Dr. Kensai Ikeda, Dean of
the Medical Department to look for that kind of professor, recorded in the memorandum
dated 19 June 1879. On 26 June Osawa first met Déderlein through an introeduction by Dr.
Georg Gerland, Professor of Geography in the University of Strassburg. From Osawa's
documents his friendly relationship with Gerland can be imagined since 6 May 1878, soon
after Osawa began to live in Strassburg (now Strasbourg in Alsace, France). Osawa met
Déderlein several times to negotiate about the terms of payment unti! Déderlein signed the
contract on 5 July 1879. Thus, the University of Tokyo could have the young and talented
professor, who subsequently made a large contribution to the better understanding of
marine biodiversity and to the advancement in marine biology in Japan.
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