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Address of the President of the
University of Tokyo at the 2014
Autumn Semester Diploma
Presentation/Graduation
Ceremony

Many congratulations to all of you. You have
been awarded a doctor’s, master’s, professional, or
bachelor’s degree by the University of Tokyo. Today
marks a special day as you start a new chapter of
your lives, while holding a diploma that recognizes
your perseverance and intellectual determination.
On behalf of all the staff of the University, I
would like to extend my sincere congratulations. T
would also like to express my congratulations and
gratitude to your families, who supported you while
you devoted yourself to studies, and are present here
today to witness your academic achievements.

The total number of students completing their
postgraduate courses by the autumn of this year
is 519. Of which there are 278 doctor’s degree
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graduates, 205 master’s degree graduates, and
36 professional degree graduates. There are 304
international students, who account for around 60
% of the total. 38 undergraduate students have also
graduated.

Now, you will begin different career paths. Some
of you will remain within the research community
and dedicate yourselves to more deeply exploring
the world of academia, and some of you may feel
it is time to bid farewell to university life and
become productive members of society. We have
many international students present here. Some of
you will engage in research or business activities in
Japan, while others may anticipate exciting prospects
at home. Whichever path you may take, I would
like you to enjoy fulfilling lives and contribute
significantly to human society by making best use
of the strengths you have developed over many years
of study.

As graduates, you will take up leadership roles,
contributing to progress in science and technology,
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as well as to economies, cultures, and institutions
in Japan and around the world. It is my wish
that you continue to grow intellectually based
on the knowledge you have acquired, and apply
it effectively in practice. Furthermore, I would
encourage you to consciously broaden the spectrum
of your intellectual interests, to continue studying
liberal arts. In other words, I would like you to
consider today’s ceremony to be the first step in
a life-long and personal intellectual journey of
discovery.

You may consider your studies in the liberal arts
to be part of your past. Under the undergraduate
education system of the University of Tokyo,
all new entrants spend their first two years in
the Faculty of Liberal Arts, where they study a
broad range of academic disciplines without the
constraints of specialization. All of you present here
have had such experience pursuing a broad range of
studies, in one way or the other, during your time as
undergraduates. It is our belief that studying liberal
arts during the early stages of undergraduate life
or, in other words, being exposed to a broad range
of disciplines, provides a meaningful guide when
considering which specialist studies to undertake
during the second half of the undergraduate course.
We call this mechanism “Early Exposure, Late
Specialization.” However, we believe that studying
liberal arts offers more, and that liberal arts can
be studied at any time in life, not just as a young
undergraduate.

Having knowledge of a broad range of academic
disciplines will certainly be an advantage when
exploring your specialty further or applying
specialized knowledge in practice. In recent years, it
has often been pointed out that multi-disciplinary
collaborations that transcend the boundaries
between individual specialist fields are required as
we confront various complex social issues. Those
include, for example, environmental conservation,
disaster prevention, energy and nuclear power,
genetic treatments and regenerative medicine, and
the aging of society accompanied by a falling birth
rate. Any one of these issues presents difficulties
if tackled with knowledge derived from a single
specialist field. What is required instead is to find
solutions by mobilizing knowledge from diverse
specialties. Of course, one individual is not expected
to be accomplished in all fields. There have not
been many geniuses like Leonardo da Vinci, who
had a wide range of accomplishments, ranging from
painting and sculpture to science, mathematics, and
anatomy. In addition, academic disciplines today
have become enormously advanced and segmented

compared to the era of da Vinci.
However, having knowledge and a sense for

concepts, logic, and methodologies needed to
solve problems used in an academic discipline that

3

is outside your specialty field, even if only partial
or superficial, can be very useful as they allow you
greater flexibility when encountering complex
events. The quality of being a cultivated individual
should first emerge as the ability to recognize that
knowledge from other fields of study is necessary to
solve problems. Led by knowledge accumulated by
others, you can study and take insights from other
disciplines. Even if you do not have the academic
tools to fully understand every aspect of a subject,
you will find clues that you can borrow to help solve
a problem. In other words, although it may appear
to be an exaggeration, studying a broad range of
disciplines will help you develop the potential to
become a modern type of da Vinci.

I have had similar experiences. I studied at the
Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, specializing
first in constitutional law and later in law and
policies as they relate to information and mass
media. Studying law might lead you to think that
we do nothing but stare hard at the letter and
language of the law. But, that is not true. The law
breathes in the vivid reality of daily human activities.
Studying law in depth is, therefore, a profound
experience. It requires you to study philosophy
and ethics relating to people’s beliefs and values,
to study the psychologies of both individuals and
societies, to study the realities of people’s daily lives,
and to study the structures and dynamics of law-
based societies and their economic mechanisms.
In a specialty field such as mine, which addresses
information as its theme, it is naturally necessary
to become acquainted with knowledge in such
areas as information science and technology, as well
as the life sciences. Behind the law, there is a long
history of societies and human beings. In addition,
the law is positioned to influence people and be
influenced by people beyond national boundaries.
This makes it necessary to acquire a knowledge and
understanding of the histories, institutions, and
cultures of other nations. Whether in the field of
law or other disciplines, and to various degrees,
it is necessary to draw upon not only specialized
knowledge in a narrow sense, but also a broad range
of academic knowledge. Therefore, as you pursue
the path along which your specialty takes you, at
the same time you will continue to cultivate within
yourself an open perspective. By doing so, I believe,
you will grow to become a true specialist.

I must add, however, that the significance of being a
cultivated individual goes far beyond this. Recently,
when I was talking with academic staff involved in
liberal arts education, I learned that the significance
of studying a wide range of disciplines lies in the
potential for us to develop the ability for relativizing
within ourselves. By constantly feeling the tension
generated by relativization, we can motivate
ourselves to grow as human beings as well as within
our own intellectual worlds. We have learned much
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since our births. While studying intensely for
entrance examinations and during life at university,
we encountered a multplicity of knowledge,
concepts, and perspectives. However, the world of
the intellect is a boundless ocean. No matter how
much we learn, its quality and quantity is still very
limited. The ways we live and draw inspiration are
confined by that context. The role of liberal arts is
to relativize and liberate your minds. By pursuing
liberal arts studies further, you will be able to focus
on different things and discover different approaches
in the way you create ideas within the framework of
your specialty.

Let me put it differently. Developing as a cultivated
individual means that you develop the ability to
marshal a collection of knowledge and take a bird’s-
eye view of a subject. As you progress in specialized
research, you are able to gain deep insights into a
narrow field. We often experience a moment when
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a fresh idea or insight emerges as we explore our
specialty deeper. However, this also presents the risk
that new ideas and knowledge become narrowly
defined. It is a bird’s-eye view that enables you to
find where your research theme is positioned within
a broad intellectual context, hence enabling you to
reduce such a risk and bring fresh elements into
your thoughts. You can narrow the focus on highly
specialized research, while from time to time taking
a bird’s-eye view and enlarging the horizon. This will
lead you to discover a new method of addressing a
problem, or give you an opportunity to explore new
problems you never imagined existed.

It is my expectation that you will directly address
diverse and complex problems in our society,
while giving greater freedom and flexibility to
your intellectual spirit by combining a high level
of expertise with the qualities of a cultivated
individual. I wish you all good luck in the future.
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Graduation Ceremony
Student Representative’s
Speech

— Takashi Kurumaji

President Hamada, distinguished faculty,
families and fellow graduates, good morning.
My name is Takashi Kurumaji. It is my great
pleasure and honor to have got an opportunity
to speak in such a brilliant ceremony. I would
first like to thank my family, and also Professor
and collaborators. Without any of you, I will
not be what I am today and I will not stand
here to have a commencement speech.

Well, T am here to talk about the most
important experience in my Ph.D research.
I have been researching for more than five
years, but the most impressive moment is
the second year of my Ph.D course, one year
ago from now, I got stuck in my research. I
did not figure out the consistent scenario

to explain the experimental data. I tried to
discuss many people, but still could not find
any useful hint to improve this situation. So,
I changed the approach. I decided to check
again all previous works related to my topic.
After reading hundreds of papers, one of them
caught my sight. It was a theoretical paper
written forty years ago. Though the authors’
interest were cast on the different point of
our target system, the spirit of their approach
was common to my problem. I understood
immediately that only a slight modification
of it should well applicable. Revising the
old theory, T succeeded to explain my
experimental data consistentdy. I am very
curious about what the authors would say if
they had the chance to hear how their theory
is utilized in the future.

The biggest thing what I learned from this
experience is continuity of science. Science is
like a river, it is flowing from the past to where
we are today. Studies done in the past become

some help of another study performed at
the present. In that way, science gradually
progresses. It is not particular to science;
literature, architecture, art, medicine and all
academic disciplines are in the stream of time
and nourished with the past. As students of
UTokyo, all of us have put ourselves in such
a stream and faced our research sincerely, and
accomplished our theses. Some of the research
can be extensively applied immediately to our
society. People may say “Wow, it’s great!”

Some of our research including mine may
not be so because they are too technical to
be quickly applicable. But we don’t need to
worry about that. 'm not sure how long it
takes, four years later or forty years later, but
I am sure that our ideas and achievements in
our theses will give
inspiration to curious
minds in the future.

Thank you very much.
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Addpress of the President of the
University of Tokyo at 2014
Autumn Entrance Ceremony

Many congratulations to all of you who are enter-
ing graduate schools of the University of Tokyo.
Besides, my congratulations extend to undergrad-
uate students of PEAK—Programs in English at
Komaba and students who are being transferred
to the Department of Chemistry, Undergraduate
Faculty of Science. My warmest congratulations
go also to your families, who have supported you
while you devote yourself to studies.

The total number of students entering our gradu-
ate schools this autumn is 543. Of which, there are
274 in master’s courses, 232 in doctor’s courses,
and 37 in professional degree courses. In addition,
from around the world, we have accepted 20 appli-
cants to become PEAK students and seven trans-
ferred students to the Department of Chemistry.
In sum, 437 international students are entering
the University this autumn, accounting for around
76% of the total. On behalf of all the staff of the
University, I would now like to offer a few words of
welcome to all of you.

The University of Tokyo is an organization where
world-leading research is conducted across a broad
range of disciplines. I hope you will develop your
intellectual strengths by being in close proximity to
the legacies of our professors and researchers past
and present. At the same time, I have confidence
that you will make significant contributions to the
University of Tokyo, so that we can continue to
excel in academic performance. Those of you en-
tering graduate schools will explore your special-
ized research fields to a much deeper level than you
have done previously. You are expected to develop
your academic capabilities not only by studying
the concepts, logic, and methodologies of our pre-
decessors, but also by crafting your own concepts,
logic, and methodologies, and facilitating advances
in your fields of study. We launched PEAK in
2012, followed by the Department of Chemistry
this year. Those of you entering these undergradu-
ate courses can undertake a complete course of
study in English, which presents a new challenge
to the University. I expect you all to make best
use of these exciting new academic environments,
explore a broad range of academic disciplines and

specialist fields.

You are about to further discover the world of
academia, which offers unlimited inspiration and
dreams. Above all else, my expectations are that you
absorb a wealth of intellectual knowledge through
continued studies and research, and develop the
ability to marshal that collection of knowledge,

while, at the same time, acquiring the courage and

freedom of a fully developed human being. I am
confident that this will be the logical outcome if
you sincerely and genuinely pursue your studies.

How does studying give you courage? How does
it give you freedom? Studying or doing research
broadens the range of your knowledge, and helps
you assemble the analytical abilities needed to
interpret it. This will lead you to a deeper under-
standing of the various events that shape societ-
ies and academia, and enable you to observe the
academic terrain from a bird’s eye view. You will
then be able to arrive at own judgments and take
actions more confidently than otherwise. This will
expand your potential to act courageously based on
your unfettered ability to make sound judgments.
The education in which cultivated individuals are
fostered is often referred to by the term liberal arts.
This concept, which originated in ancient Greece
and Rome, symbolizes the belief that study brings
people freedom. However, I think this benefit is
fundamentally available not only through liberal
arts studies, but also through the whole gamut of
studies.

I may be giving you an impression that only
knowledge obtained as a result of your studies will
help you acquire courage and freedom. However,
my message to all of you, who are about to en-
ter the world of academia and delve more deeply
into your studies, is that it is not only the results
of studying but also the process of studying itself
that gives you courage and sets your minds free.
Please remember that the process of studying mat-
ters, and your attitude towards studying is also very
important.

I guess you do not have many experiences mak-
ing oral presentations on research results, or pub-
lishing an academic paper. Unlike expressing your
opinions in everyday discussions, presenting your
thoughts and research results externally in a for-
mal setting is an intense experience. On many oc-
casions I have seen a student almost freeze before
making a presentation. To overcome that strong
sense of tension, you need some courage and by
piling up such trials, you can step up to the next
challenge.

As you study, you may wonder if you can offer
something to the public arena that is soundly based
and truly profound. So a feeling of some insecu-
rity is quite healthy in academia, which in essence
requires constant and critical verification. How-
ever, unless you overcome the associated feelings
of anxiety, you will be unable to fully engage in the
academic world. It is courage that helps you over-
come that anxiety. When you overcome it, you will
find the seeds to the next level of courage begin-
ning to germinate. At the same time, you will feel
an expanding sense of freedom that is supported by
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confidence in your abilities.

What is important, however, is how you have over-
come those feelings of anxiety to publish your re-
search results. Was it simply audacity or being fear-
less that enabled you to overcome anxiety? If you
have had such experiences, try to recall what you
actually did to overcome anxiety, hesitation, and
indecision. Speaking from my experience, I used to
read the output of my predecessors over and over
again, take notes, and organize the various ideas
that came to my mind. Then, I would think more
about them by rewriting my responses many times.
And, if I still felt unsure, I would consult my super-
visors or debate with colleagues. By repeating this
process, I eventually found the courage to present
my thoughts publicly. I think the foundations of
study lie here. Let me take a different point of view.
Studying requires you to learn about the sense of
fear that can overwhelm even a highly developed
intellect. Being fearless is often considered to be
the same as being courageous, but that is not true.
Recognizing fear is actually the first step towards
finding courage. It is only because you recognize
fear that you are able to inspire the confidence in
your abilities needed to overcome that fear, and to
form the bedrock on which to build the courage
and freedom to think.

I used the word fear, but what kind of fear con-
cerns us? In the world of academia, it is a feeling
of awe for the high standards of research of our
predecessors, and for their achievements. At the
same time, it is the fear that we are going to be
found lacking, a fear of making our perhaps insig-
nificant thoughts public, a fear of lacking rigor in
concepts and logic, and a fear of inaccuracies in our
experimental methods and processes. To overcome
these fears, there is no alternative but to conduct
study or research in depth and with integrity, and
to apply research ethics in practice. You will read
the relevant literature extensively, interpret delib-
erately, repeat experiments and observations over
and over again, and analyze the accumulating data
sincerely. From such solid foundations, you will
build a structure of rigorous concepts, logic, and
arguments using your own words. Courage and
freedom will emerge only after demonstrating such
attitudes and integrity in your studies or research.
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The courage and freedom you develop will give
you the strength to debate your ideas explicitly
with other people, and to confront and respond
to the criticisms of others face to face. In many
cases academic results are well received and used
fully by society. However, the relationship between
academia and society is not always flawless. Rath-
er, there are not a few occasions when academics
criticize and challenge society's dominant ways of
thinking and its institutions. We may take a some-
what indecisive stance toward criticizing a theory
that has been accepted in academia for a long time
or a theory that has been advocated by an influen-
tial researcher. We may hesitate to express critical
opinions against current political, economic, or so-
cial circumstances. However, expressing criticism
and enjoying a challenge are the essence of aca-
demic studies at their best. The concepts and logic
built upon an attitude to research that is backed by
integrity form the cornerstone for presenting criti-
cisms and challenges. These will serve as sources of
your courage and freedom.

Many nations around the world now face numer-
ous issues encompassing poverty, food, the envi-
ronment, energy, aging societies, security, and
peace. Looking at a full list of these issues can sap
my spirit. However, no matter how difficult these
issues might be, and no matter how difficult the
underlying situations might be, people do find so-
lutions through their free expression of ideas and
their actions, while gathering strength to confront
them. That is the history of mankind. Throughout
history, the roles played by academic inquiry and
its practitioners have never been insignificant. I be-
lieve, during the process, that intellectual curiosity
and rigor have not only bestowed upon people se-
curity, safety, and more comfortable lives, but also
have cultivated the courage and freedom to invent
a new future.

I would like to close by saying that I sincerely hope
all of you present here will make contributions to
the advancement of the academic world, while ac-
quiring courage and freedom through a sincere at-
titude to your studies or research, and then awaken
people and society to the courage needed to build
the future, and inspire people to seek freedom of
thought, which comes from within.
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Dean’s Congratulatory Address

It is my great pleasure and privilege to welcome
you all as new, inspiring members of the academic
community at the University of Tokyo. Greetings
also to your families and friends, whose continu-
ous support has no doubt been essential in your
journey up to this point.

You are here today full of hope and anticipation
for a stimulating academic life at the University of
Tokyo. My fellow deans and I, as representatives
of the entire University of Tokyo community, are
eager to assist you in fulfilling your academic aspi-
rations. In fact, we expect you to achieve more than
you currently aspire to achieve. You are expected
not only to pursue your own goals relentlessly, but
also to inspire others and become a driving force
for change. You will transform the university, soci-
ety and ultimately the world.

In recent years, the problems facing the world
have rapidly evolved to become more complex and
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challenging. Six years have passed since the Global
Financial Crisis of 2008, and the world economy
is still struggling for a decent rate of growth. It is
increasingly clear that global warming affects every
corner of our planet. Unanticipated geopolitical
crises occur one after another to threaten the frag-
ile peace in many regions. Although information
and communication technologies greatly enhance
the welfare of many, they also have unfortunate
polarizing effects in labor markets and society in
other parts of the world. All of these issues are
individually urgent and of the utmost importance,
but, when combined, the situation appears almost
desperate. To put it succinctly, we are facing an
uncertain world, full of unanticipated events, what
might be called “unknown unknowns,” in politics
and economics, science and technology.

The University of Tokyo is no exception. Our
social and technological environment has under-
gone rapid change. The entire university commu-
nity is striving not only to adjust to change, but
also to embrace along the path forward to improve
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our global academic standing and productively
engage with world problems for the betterment of
all mankind.

You, our new students, are an important part of the
university community and will contribute to our
mission. Through your pursuit of academic excel-
lence and cutting-edge research, you will partici-
pate in the overall improvement of our university
community and ultimately the world. Your ideas,
whatever they may be, will encourage us to rethink
traditional wisdom and may eventually lead to new
spheres of knowledge. Your new experimental
results, which might be difficult to explain using
existing theories, can potentially lead to new dis-
coveries. Your experience, which is unique to
you, will contribute to consciousness-raising and
diversity in the community, which is of the utmost
importance in the age of globalization.

Here at the University of Tokyo, flexibility and
open-mindedness are crucial. The world is rapidly
evolving, and we all must be flexible enough to
adjust. You students, too, should be open to the
possibilities not only in front of you, but also those
that you cannot yet imagine.

Society has changed and new opportunities abound.
Being flexible and maintaining an open mind is the
key to taking advantage of these opportunities. This
applies to all facets of your life here at the univer-
sity, regardless of your individual research topic
or career choice. It is crucial to listen carefully to
opinions that differ from yours, and to constantly
assess and reassess what you are trying to accom-
plish from a critical perspective outside your own.
Flexibility does not mean becoming warped. Open-
mindedness is not without principle. Disciplined
flexibility and open-mindedness — these are what
you need to thrive in the world today.

That being said, allow me take this opportunity to
offer you a bit of practical advice. There are many
possibly useful pieces of advice for students enter-
ing the university, but I will limit myself to four
and, for the sake of structure, will organize the four
points with the letters A, B, C and D, respectively.

My first piece of advice starts with the letter A:
“Avoid wishful thinking and face reality.” This
advice relates to the most common mistake in
life, be is personal or professional life, which is to
think that things will evolve as you think that they
should. This habit seems somehow entrenched
in human nature, and even the best and bright-
est fall victim to it. Unfortunately, there is ample
evidence of wishful thinking at even the level of
national policy making. We saw wishful thinking
in the handling of recent scandals involving the
scientific community, which jeopardizes people's
belief in their integrity and compromises their abil-
ity to rally people to deal with major issues that

11

threaten us all.

My second piece of advice starts with the letter B:
“Be proactive, not reactive.” You are now a member
of the academic community, and as such are
expected to make original contributions. Learning
about what others did in the past is not enough.
Even so-called “active learning,” in which you
search for a solution to a given problem, may not
be sufficient. What is really necessary is to search
for a problem. In this sense, learning should be
proactive. You should search for a problem, which
others might not have noticed yet, but is sure to
become important. You should also explore pos-
sible solutions to the problem, which greatly
enhances your understanding of the subject / and
contributes to both your own knowledge and to
knowledge in general.

My third piece of advice starts with the letter C:
“Communicate effectively.” If in your work you
make new discoveries or develop new ideas, you
have to test the validity of your claims through rig-
orous discussion and debate with other members
of the academic community. Here it becomes nec-
essary for you to persuade others of the significance
of what you have to say. If only for this reason, you
should know how to communicate effectively. It is
no longer a viable option to just wait until people
eventually realize the importance of what you have
to say and respond to it. In this rapidly changing,
competitive world, we need to communicate ideas
actively and effectively to make contributions and
rally others for change.

My final piece of advice, which is perhaps the
most important, starts with the letter D: “Dream,
and keep up with your dream.” You, all of you
here today, have a dream. Academic or non-aca-
demic. Personal or professional. Individual or
social. Achievable in the short term or long term.
Whatever your dream may be, you must have the
will to fulfill it. Keep up with your dream, and
don't give up on it easily. Your dream is a source
of inspiration and motivation, which pushes you to
tirelessly pursue your goals. Your uncompromising

pursuit will motivate others to pursue their goals.

To conclude, allow me to repeat the four pieces of
advice that I have given you today, the alphabet
of academic life, starting with A, B, C, and D.
Firstly, A: Avoid wishful thinking and face reality.
Secondly, B: Be proactive, not reactive. Thirdly, C:
Communicate effectively. Fourthly, and above all,
D: Dream, and keep up with your dream. Please
take this advice to heart, as I sincerely believe that
it will help you in your time here at the University
of Tokyo.

This  concludes my address for today.
Congratulations to you all, and thank you for your

attention.
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Matriculation Student
Representative’s Speech
—Jackie Lou Japos Tagubase

Professor Junichi Hamada - President of
the University of Tokyo, Deans of the
undergraduate and  graduate  schools,
Faculty members, Administrative staff, my
fellow incoming students to this prestigious
University, ladies and gentlemen; a pleasant

morning to all of you.

It is indeed a great honour to speak before
an audience of brilliant people from this top-
rank university, the University of Tokyo. I
honestly did not expect to be given this task,
for I believe that there are those who have far
better credentials. Nonetheless, I humbly take
this challenge, believing that there is a purpose
why I was chosen for this undertaking.

PURPOSE - that brought us here in this
world-renowned university. T believe that it
was not mere luck nor coincidence why we
are here. There is a purpose for our coming.
Our gratitude goes to the graduate school and
department committees who believed in our
intentions and saw as capable to be part of
achieving the mission, vision, and goals of this
institution. Our diverse skills and talents will
definitely be honed and put to greater use for

Matriculation Student

Representative’s Speech
— Maya Ando

Good morning everyone and thank you
President Junichi Hamada and Dean Kiyohiko
Nishimura for your speeches. I am very
honoured to be up here on a special day like
today on behalf of the PEAK Class of 2014.

As you may or may not know, all of us here
come from remarkably different backgrounds
and although I am speaking on behalf of the
students here today, most faces here are new
and unfamiliar to me. However there is one
thing I do know we all have in common and
that is the fact that there is a tint of worry
and fear within us that slightly shadows this
bright day.

Nonetheless, we must never forget the day
our interests were sparked and how privileged
we are to be here today where we can continue
our passions. I strongly believe that, for
me, remembering the dark, tainted sky in
Shanghai which led to my interest in the field
of Environmental Sciences will, after four

as long as we are diligent and open-minded.
We may have diverse life philosophies, but for
as long as we make our objective congruent
with that of the University, we will definitely
reach our purpose, and that is to succeed, not
only as students but as individuals as well for
the betterment of humanity.

Primarily, this institution is committed to
fulfil its public responsibility for the future
of this country and of the world, by being
“a driving force for world-class academic
research” and being “an institution that
nurtures intellectual citizens with a global
outlook who will contribute to the realization
of a just society, advancement of science and
technology, and creation of new culture.”

In this light, let it be that the purpose of
our coming to the University of Tokyo is to
contribute to the best that we can for the
realization of this vision of the University
for the world. As new students, we carry on
our back the responsibility to be proactive
participants in the attainment of the goals
of the University, not only on the specified
duration of our respective programs but
even after we have obtained our coveted
diplomas. Along the process, it is necessary
that we must engrave and portray in ourselves
the essence of honour and excellence in all

our endeavours. Honour - by maintaining

years of studying here, help me contribute to
solving air pollution problems in the future.

Although a small part of me is nervous as you
can probably hear from my voice, I am still
filled with great excitement at the prospect
of returning to Tokyo where I was born.
After growing up overseas in a multicultural
environment for the past 17 years in cities
such as Taipei, Singapore, Hong Kong and
Shanghai, I have become trilingual and gained
a deep understanding of many foreign cultures.

Yet as a result, my understanding of my own
culture has become quite limited and this is
perhaps one of the main reasons why I have
chosen to study at the University of Tokyo.
Now that I finally have the chance to live
here, I am thrilled to share Japan’s fascinating,
diverse culture with my new foreign classmates
while also learning about it myself. For those
non-Japanese students, I believe that there
can be no better opportunity to experience
and to indulge in Japanese life. Although we
are now able to see the other side of the world
while sitting back in our sofas, the actual good
and bad of one country can still only be truly
understood after being there and witnessing it

high moral standards of behaviour and not
engage in activities that may tarnish the
reputation of this university; and Excellence
— by maximizing our intelligence, special
skills, talents, and potentials. Furthermore,
we need to value our lives for it is only
ourselves who can turn our dreams into
reality. The adversities that we may encounter
are unavoidable yet indispensable for testing
our capabilities and shaping our characters.
Hence, we need to surmount it by availing of
any support system there is from our family,
friends, mentors, classmates and others.
Remember, when life gets tough, the tough
get going. Let us all possess a determined soul
by believing in our individual greatness to
make things happen and make a difference.
Above all these, let us not forget the virtue of
humility, that is, thinking of yourself less and
respecting others. This world offers an infinite
number of interesting problems that can be
the subject of our studies. Our end goal is
to make the humanity at large widely enjoy
the benefits of our research activities and

expertise.

Thank you very
much and all the best
to our lives ahead.

for ourselves.

And 1 believe the same can be said for

knowledge.

While people often take knowledge for
granted, we must always remember that
one can only be certain of what they claim
to know after experimenting, observing or
experiencing it themselves. Skepticism is
essential in order to expand and to improve
the quality of our knowledge and T hope that
this curiosity and love of learning will drive us

through the next four years that are to come.

At the moment, we may be slighty
intimidated by the future that lies ahead yet
I truly, truly believe that by making use of
our unique experiences, talents, knowledge,
and imagination, we really can make a
difference in the society we live in. I hope
that together, we will

become inspirational

individuals for the

generations that are

to come.

Thank you.
B &R (%% A4 VOICELSH)
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