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Graduation Address by the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2011 Autumn Diploma Presentation/Graduation Ceremony

On behalf of all the staff of the University of Tokyo, | would
like to extend our sincere congratulations to all of you who
have been awarded a doctor’s, master’s, professional, or
bachelor’'s degree by the University. | would also like to
congratulate your families, who supported you while you
studied or engaged in research, and are present here today to
witness your academic achievements.

The total number of students completing postgraduate

courses by the autumn of this year is 487. Of which, 158 are
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master’s degree graduates, 319 are doctor’'s degree graduates,
and 10 are professional degree graduates. There are 213
foreign students, who account for about 44% of the total. 43
undergraduate students have also graduated.

We held our commencement ceremonies in the autumn for
the first time last year, and this is the second occasion. We
planned this autumn ceremony because of the recent increase
in the number of international students completing their
courses in September. Today, there are also many Japanese
students attending here. In parallel with the increasing
globalization of Japanese society, the University of Tokyo now
places emphasis on promoting the internationalization of
education. As a result, it is only natural to think that this
autumn ceremony symbolizes the future direction of the
University of Tokyo.

The spring commencement ceremonies were held in
March this year. However, the venue was not the Yasuda

Auditorium, where we are today, but the Koshiba Hall, and we




invited only a limited number of graduates, who represented
the graduating members of the student body, to attend
relatively modest events. Needless to say, this decision was
reached after considering the devastation caused by the Great
East Japan Earthquake and the impact of the accident at the
Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant, which occurred just before
the scheduled date of the spring ceremonies. It was also a
precaution against the high evacuation risk associated with a
large number of people gathering at one place. | am pleased
to tell you that the graduates and their families who were not
able to attend the spring ceremony have been invited to join
us here today.

Over six months have passed since the Great East Japan
Earthquake. We do receive good news, from time to time,
informing us of the steady progress of reconstruction, but on
the whole, it is undeniable that progress has fallen far behind
expectations. Taking this opportunity, once again, | would like
to pray for the souls of the many people who lost their lives in
the disaster, and also for the early return of the many people
who have been reported missing. My deepest sympathies go
to those who have been hurt both in mind and body, to those
who have lost their livelihoods, and to those who have been
forced to live as evacuees.

Japan has built the affluent modern society we now enjoy
over a period of 60 years, after having accomplished an
extraordinary recovery from the destruction brought by World
War Il. Given this modern society, we ask ourselves why so
many people still lose their lives, suffer injury and anguish, and
see their livelihoods destroyed? Why was a nuclear power
plant, which should have been operated to the highest safety
standards, not managed properly, leaving so many people
feeling vulnerable? | feel troubled by these events as a human
being, and at the same time | feel troubled as a person who
has devoted his life to academic studies.

It is very unfortunate, but true, that knowledge often comes
out of tragedy. It is also said that science and technology
advance in the wake of a war. Surrounded by the clamor of
reconstruction after World War I, Japan achieved remarkable

advances in science and technology. The social sciences in

Japan also developed on the basis of the people’s deep
remorse for the devastation wrought by the war. The great
earthquake in March this year seems to have raised issues
about how human beings should relate to nature and how
human beings should interact with science and technology.
We must learn from hardship. We must also try to ease the
pain inflicted on the victims as soon as possible, and ensure
that the next generation is free from similar suffering and grief.
This is integrated into the purposes of academic study and into
the duties of those engaged in academic pursuits.

The destruction caused by the earthquake was horrendous.
It will take a long time to reconstruct both lives and
communities. We are required to continue activities that
support the victims of the disaster, who continue to live under
extremely harsh conditions, and support the afflicted areas.
The University of Tokyo has established the Office for Relief
and Reconstruction Assistance, and is continuing relief
activities in the disaster areas, to which we have provided
supplies and medical services, as well as dispatched
volunteers from among students and academic and
administrative staff. As part of the support activities that are
using our expertise, dozens of projects are underway in
various areas covering health and medical services,
construction of temporary housing and town planning, and
reconstruction of economic life and industry, as well as
disaster prevention activities and countermeasures for
radiation. Many students and academic and administrative
staff of the University of Tokyo are actively carrying out these
support activities, which started as voluntary initiatives. As a
member of this University, | am very much proud of them.

The accumulated knowledge and wisdom of the university
are being fully applied in these activities. At the same time, |
would hope that confronting such an extreme situation would
encourage the development of studies that have the potential
to make major contributions to people’s lives. The strength
needed to think an issue through to its resolution emerges
when one faces or envisages an extreme situation. In
academic studies, this strength can be developed

spontaneously through the human spirit or from experience of
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external events, difficulties, or tragedies. In either case, the
most important message here is that the knowledge required to
support the next generation will emerge by facing such extreme
situations squarely.

Major disasters do not occur only in Japan. The home
countries of many of the international students present here
today must have experienced various severe disasters and
witnessed many tragedies. We cannot deny the possibility that
the overwhelming power of nature will create great difficulties
for us. However, we can work to reduce the numbers of victims
and those left to grieve by reducing the devastating effects of
natural disasters. So far, your studies must have taught you
about natural sciences and technologies, social frameworks and
institutions, and how human beings should live their lives. |
sincerely hope you will do your best to capitalize on your studies,
refine what you have learned, and use the results to contribute
to human welfare.

You have experienced a major challenge of the current era
while studying at this university. | hope you will remember this
experience for the rest of your lives and continue to reflect on
how the knowledge obtained from your studies can and should
be applied to respond to such a tragedy. | also hope you will
use this reflection to further motivate your work and research in
the future. | would like to close my address by saying that | very
much look forward to seeing you stand at the forefront of

creating a new society.

| wish you all good luck in the future.
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Graduation Ceremony Student Representative’s Speech — Hiroshi Yoshida

President Hamada distinguished faculty fellow graduates. It
is a distinct honor and pleasure to have been selected to
address this assemblage today.

On behalf of the graduating master’s and doctoral students
of the University of Tokyo, | would like to share with you some
of the memories that | take with me as | leave our beloved
institution.

| take with me the memory of when | first entered this
university. It was in the 20th century, as a matter of fact — 15
years ago on the Komaba campus. Email communication was
just becoming popular.

| take with me the memory of when | chose my major field
of research. After two years of liberal arts education, | selected
precision engineering as my major and started another new
campus life here on the Hongo Campus. For four more years
as an undergraduate and a master’s course student, |
immersed myself in my studies supported by a rich
educational environment designed to provide optimal
opportunities for research.

| take with me the memory of making that tough decision:
enter the working world, or pursue a higher degree. We all
share this dilemma. My selection was employment. | have
worked for the Research and Development Department of a
major telecom company for some five years. Even though the
real business world excited me at that time, | never forgot my
latent desire of returning to the academic world. | did not feel
this way because | was disappointed or dissatisfied with
working for a company, nor because | regretted interrupting
my academic pursuits.

| felt this way because while working on practical problems
in a corporate environment, my desire to investigate them from
a fundamental viewpoint grew and matured.

| saw many changes in myself during these five years, and
| also saw numerous changes at the University of Tokyo.

The most important change is the Kashiwa campus. This
campus has unique features that other, longer-established
Todai campuses do not. Its open campus policy, for instance,
there is no border around the campus, no fences, no concrete
walls. The residents in the community may use the campus
library, and the student body is so international that you can
find students and researchers from almost every country in the
world.

Another feature is its active approach of collaborating with
local citizen groups, local government entities, businesses,

and other academic institutions in the area in scientific
research and outreach programs. Perhaps the most recent
example is represented by the “Future Center” established in
2009, which systematizes social experiments in Kashiwa area.

Another important change | have witnessed is the
wonderful opportunities and strong support for doctoral
candidates who pursue an advanced degree while continuing
to work, like myself. Video conferencing and IP telephone
technology have enabled “virtual” research discussions.
Procedures and communication channels in general have
been computerized, and much information is available at my
fingertips even without having to go to the campus. Moreover,
a dining room, the library, and other facilities are also open on
Saturdays which greatly facilitates using the campus on
weekends as well.

On the other hand, some things never change — the active
communication among researchers in various fields and the
continual cooperation and competition among students from
different backgrounds and cultures who push themselves to be
the best that there is.

| realize from these memories that the University of Tokyo
provides us with the most wonderful of environments. | feel
sure that all us graduating here today recognize this.

Another feeling that fills me today is our responsibility. We
have obtained rich knowledge and developed our
determination. Now it is time to put them to use for the
betterment of society. Today, Japan faces issues to a degree
that the world has yet to experience such as aging, low
carbonization, air pollution, and disaster prevention.

For the recovery and strengthening of this country, we must
solve these issues and change Japan from a ‘pioneer with
problems’ to a ‘pioneer with solutions’.

| am sure that the knowledge and spirit that we acquired
here at the University of Tokyo will greatly contribute to this
effort. | believe that each and every one of us today will
embrace this responsibility to share our knowledge and spirit
for the betterment of our world society.

To conclude, | would like to express my deepest and most
sincere gratitude to the faculty, to our families at home, and
most of all, to our family of fellow students and colleagues who
always supported and encouraged us all.

| wish all of us much success, and for the further evolution
of the University of Tokyo.
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Matriculation Address by the President of the University of Tokyo
at the 2011 Autumn Matriculation Ceremony

I would like to extend my congratulations to all of you

entering the graduate schools of the University of Tokyo. |
sincerely hope that you will lead a fulfilling life in the borderless
world of academia. | would also like to congratulate your
families who supported you on the journey that brought you
here today.

The total number of students entering our graduate schools
this autumn is 445. Of which, there are 204 in master’s
courses, 207 in doctor’s courses, and 34 in professional
degree courses. There are 327 international students, who
account for more than 70% of the total.

This is the second entrance ceremony to be held in the
autumn. At the spring entrance ceremony held in April this

year the venue was not the Nippon Budokan as
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usual, but the Koshiba Hall, and we invited only a limited
number of students, who represented the new members of the
student body, to attend relatively modest events. This decision
was reached after considering the devastation caused by the
Great East Japan Earthquake, which occurred on March 11,
just before the scheduled spring ceremonies.

Over six months have passed since the earthquake.
Taking this opportunity, | would like to pray for the souls of the
many people who lost their lives in the disaster, and also for
the early return of the many people who have been reported
missing. My deepest sympathies go to those who have been
hurt both in mind and body, to those who have lost their
livelihoods, and to those who have been forced to live as
evacuees.

All of you present here today are about to start a new life of
research and study at the University of Tokyo, just after Japan
experienced the destruction caused by the great earthquake. |
hope to encourage you to have two fundamental mindsets to
be motivated by this disaster.

One is always to open your eyes to reality in your studies.




Confronted with the great earthquake, | am sure many of
you asked yourselves: “Is there anything | can do to help bring
relief to the victims or to reconstruct the afflicted areas?” If not
this earthquake in Eastern Japan, then a major disaster in
your home country or region might prompt many of you to
think about what you can do to help. It is a natural and
respectful human emotion to wish to help people in distress.
However, what can we actually do?

Without doubt, it is surely important to take concrete
actions, and to sustain them. The University of Tokyo has
taken systematic actions since the immediate aftermath of the
earthquake to deliver food, water, and medicines to the
affected areas. Several hundred volunteers representing
students, academic, and administrative staff of the University
visited the affected areas to carry out such tasks as scraping
away sludge, removing debris, weeding, and working on
farmland. There are also researchers and students who are
using their specialized knowledge to the full. Our DMAT,
Disaster Medical Assistance Team, was the first to arrive at
the site, followed by other members of the University who are
supporting relief and reconstruction activities. These include
urban development aimed at reconstructing the lives of people,
including the elderly, and restoring the economy and industries,
as well as disaster prevention and radiation measures.

Although it is important to contribute at the site of the
disaster in this way, it is wrong to assume that you cannot be
of any use unless you work at the afflicted areas. Through a
series of media reports, you have already become fully aware
of the horrendous damage in the area and the distress and
grief experienced by the people, as well as the courage,
compassion, and emotional ties that grow from suffering. You
are expected to thoroughly digest and absorb information
received from the disaster site, and to retain a sense of
tension towards the disaster site, which is, as it were,
embodied in your knowledge. This is, among others, one
action to take in the face of the devastation we have

experienced.

Reconstruction will require a long time. You may act
promptly to join volunteer work. That is one option. At the
same time, there is the other important option of giving
yourself sufficient time within the University to continue
improving your intellectual strengths. So long as you keep
your eyes open to the tragic reality and retain a sense of
tension towards the disaster site, there is no doubt that you
will be able to make great contributions to the reconstruction of
the disaster areas, as well as to the future of the people of
Japan, of your country and of the world.

I mentioned that | was hoping to encourage you to have
two fundamental mindsets following your experience of the
great earthquake. The second one relates to reliance on
science. By science | mean not only the natural sciences but
also the social sciences, including studies in the humanities.
And, you need to accept seriously the fact that many people
are becoming skeptical about science.

Science today is the result of accumulated efforts over
many years to learn more and more about nature and society.
As a result, we have succeeded in protecting people’s lives
and property from many of the ravages of nature, while using
the bounties of nature for the benefit of society. Nevertheless,
massive seawalls, which should have employed the strength
of science, were destroyed, taking the lives of many people.
And a nuclear power system, to which the wisdom of science
should have been applied, went out of control, forcing many
people to be evacuated and leaving them vulnerable. Such
events feed skepticism toward science and anger at
incompetence.

As the German sociologist Ulrich Beck pointed out, the
rationality of science is often different from the rationality of
society. When we construct seawalls or a nuclear power plant,
besides applying scientific knowledge, financial conditions,
political or administrative considerations, and concepts of
business management are taken into account. But, even if that
must be true, | am not willing to think it is reasonable that

harnessing science for the benefit of society factors in
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compromises and risks. If you reconcile yourself to such
thoughts, you cannot see great progress in science, which aims
to support people’s lives. Rather, you have to face squarely the
negative perceptions held by people who question why science
is unable to solve problems, while at the same time striving to
expand the areas where science can bring positive benefits.
This is the fundamental attitude expected of people engaged in
science.

In the pursuit of science, you are required to keep your
intellectual integrity and not give in to the pressures of people’s
expectations, while doing your best to respond to such
expectations. No matter the age in which we live, science can
never offer perfect answers to all problems. Science is
requested to admit and clarify that limitation. People who
engage in scientific research cannot perform their roles simply
by expressing their hopes and dreams for good results.
Overconfidence in the potential of science generates distrust
and a world filled with unreasonable fears and superstitions.
Again | would say, people who engage in scientific research are
expected to do their utmost to expand the realm of science,
however, at the same time they are expected to clarify with
humility what science can do and cannot do, and also to show
themselves that they are struggling to overcome such limitations.
As a result, hope and confidence in the future of science will be
assured.

In Japan, we have recently heard words such as “post-
3.11.“ Although there seems to be no major discontinuity
between what existed before and after the earthquake, there is
a growing sense that issues existed we were not aware of
before the earthquake, and even if we had been aware of them
we were equivocal; however, after the earthquake, we have
come to learn that we should confront these issues without
hesitating. This applies also to the world of research and
education. | am delighted and feel reassured to welcome all of
you present here today to join us as colleagues as we challenge
the future potential of research in the post-3.11 world.

I look forward to your success in your studies.
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Dean’ s Congratulatory Address

%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁkglj)iﬂg+?
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Congratulations on becoming members of the University of
Tokyo’s graduate schools. | warmly welcome you to our
community and | extend my deepest regards to your families
and everyone else whose support helped you to travel the
path to this day.

On behalf of all the graduate school deans, | would like to
take this opportunity to offer you a word of advice. As you sit
here today in this grand hall, the renowned symbol of the
University of Tokyo, your hearts are likely filled with immense
hopes and expectations. And, you are probably very excited to
be a step closer to realizing the dreams that you have nurtured
until now—the dreams that have inspired all your hard work
and have perhaps formed the foundation for your goals in life.
I, too, share your excitement, and sincerely hope that you will
always aspire to fulfill your dreams as you pursue your
graduate studies. My fellow deans and |, as well as the entire
University of Tokyo community, are eager to help you make
your academic dreams come true.

As you prepare to start your graduate studies, please note
that the process of education differs greatly between
undergraduate and graduate programs. Until now, your
studies have likely involved achieving set learning goals,
especially in terms of accumulating knowledge. From now on,
however, you are expected to produce knowledge; that is, you
must shift your focus from “learning” to “working.” To earn the
degree you seek, you will be required to produce novel
discoveries and theories; that is, you must pursue creation in

your academic endeavors.

You are not alone. Universities too are now standing at a
crossroads. In the beginning, universities were established as
centers for preserving, accumulating, and creating knowledge.
In medieval times, emphasis was placed on the collection and
preservation of knowledge—an undertaking that was, in a
sense, a privileged mission. However, the revolutionary
invention of the printing press eroded the relevance of that
mission and, as a result, threatened universities with extinction.
Nevertheless, universities adapted by redesigning themselves
as research institutions. They established libraries and
accumulated large collections of books, something impossible
for most individuals at that time in history, and eagerly poured
their efforts into research. In other words, they changed their
focus to creating knowledge.

Today, universities are facing another turning point. The
explosive growth of information technology in the past few
decades has made accessing vast quantities of sophisticated
information easier and more readily available to everyone,
even in their own living rooms. What is more, information can
be accessed from nearly anywhere and everywhere. For
example, with an Internet-capable mobile terminal in hand, we
can listen to the lectures of distinguished scholars while
commuting on the train. Similar to the way that the printing
press transformed medieval society, this century’s IT
revolution is expected to transform today’s society by creating
new cultural and social paradigms on a massive scale. It is
against this backdrop that universities are being called on to
radically to enhance their function as creators of innovative
knowledge.

Some of you may think that originality is something that can
be achieved only by a few gifted people. Indeed, admiring the
achievements of the geniuses of history is important, and the
desire to emulate them is a powerful source of motivation in
our own lives. However, creativity and originality are not
limited to just a handful of people.

Let's take a moment here to ask ourselves the question,
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“What actually is creation, and how does it come about?” Take
our body cells, for example. The human body is made up of
some 60 trillion cells, all derived from a single fertilized egg
and possessing the same set of genetic information. Despite
that common origin, we have many types of cells with different
functions. In this process, individual cells develop in response
to environmental conditions. Through communication with their
environment, cells muster up certain innate abilities that
enable them to transform into the type of cell needed. In so
doing, they take on forms and functions different from other
types of cells. If all cells were exactly alike, the body would not
function properly.

The same can be said for us humans who are made up of
those cells. The differences in potential that exist among
individuals are not the major issue, given that individuality
arises from the process of firmly assimilating various types of
information from the environment. The power to create
naturally emerges from the combination and interaction of
external factors and our intrinsic qualities. What is important
here is that we interact with our external environment with both
sincerity and integrity. If we do this, then our innate abilities
will evolve into a creative power.

Today, | welcome you all to this university, and also to
those from other countries. | also welcome you to Japan, the
largest island nation in a temperate zone. Here you will
experience a mild climate in a landscape abundant in nature.
Despite living in such a richly endowed environment that can
tempt one towards a laidback lifestyle, the Japanese have
come to be known as hard-working and persevering. This
reputation was reinforced following the recent March 11
earthquake, when the people in the affected regions displayed
great calmness and fortitude in their response to the
catastrophe. For centuries, this Far Eastern nation has
stoically dealt with earthquakes, floods, and other major
disasters that strike from time to time, and the tenacity gained
from overcoming such adversity time and time again has
become a defining virtue of the Japanese. Also, Japan is fully

enclosed by the ocean, a barrier that historically contributed to
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preventing many people from leaving the country on a major
scale. This geographical factor has contributed to the
formation of a distinctive culture that emphasizes cooperation
and thorough mastery of arts and skills.

Humankind has existed for only some hundreds of
thousands of years. During that relatively short span of time,
people have remained almost the same in terms of our genetic
makeup; but at the same time, we have developed quite a
variety of cultures through interaction with different
environments. In successfully adapting to local conditions, the
members of all cultures have exercised their fullest powers
and have developed admirable heritages. In recent years, this
diverse world of ours has seen a growing momentum toward
internationalization. However, this trend is not, and should not
be, a movement toward homogenizing the world. In fact, it is in
this era of dissolving borders that individuality and creativity
are becoming all the more important. If we think about the
situation carefully, internationalization lacks meaning if it is
framed in a context of homogeneity. Internationalization holds
significance as a means of promoting mutual understanding
and of promoting a greater sharing of information, but any
attempt to homogenize or assimilate the individual
components of society must be avoided. Indeed, history has
shown time and time again that the more homogeneous a
society is, the more fragile it becomes. Today, we may be
entering an era where we have ample means of
communication at our disposal, but are running out of things
that need to be communicated. Accordingly, | ask you to
assume a pioneering spirit and work hard to find the keys that
open the doors to new realms of knowledge.

And, there is another thing | would like to ask of you—
please avoid becoming arrogant. Success in a competitive
environment can often lead to the illusion that one’s
achievement was the product of some innate superiority. Such
a misconception can be very dangerous. True creativity is
born from the symphony performed together by your intrinsic
skills and external factors. Of course, hard work deserves

praise, but we must always remember that success in



research is also partly the result of luck. The University of
Tokyo is committed to providing all of you with a supportive
research environment; and it is your interaction with that
environment that leads to the creation | mentioned. For that to
happen, however, interaction with your peers is crucial: share
your skills, not hoard them ... work with your peers, not
against them.

All of you are members of a number of enormous

systems—society, humankind, life, the earth, and the universe.

I hope that you will constantly remain aware that you were
born into these systems and that you exist all the more
because of these systems. Science and technology, too, are
not independent worlds that shut out other systems. As you
pursue your creative endeavors, you need to always ask
yourself whether your actions serve your conscience and
society. Of course, this is not to say that | want you to blindly
follow the direction taken by society as a whole. By striving to
clearly express your own beliefs and to thrive on criticism, you
can accomplish larger, continual achievements for both
yourself and the world as a whole.

Please take my advice to heart, as | sincerely believe it will
help you enjoy a satisfying and rewarding time at the
University of Tokyo. | would like to end my address with the
hope that in the future you will be able to look back on this
university as a place filled with fond memories, and as a place

where you began a new journey in life.

Thank you.
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Matriculation Student Representative’s Speech — Troncoso Parady Giancarlos

President Hamada, Representative of the Deans
professor Ueda, members of the faculty, members of the
audience and fellow students, Good morning.

The first thing | would like to say is “Thank You” to the
University of Tokyo for presenting me with this opportunity,
| am truly honored and grateful.

Today, we are filled with joy and expectation of what
we hope will be an exciting period of our lives, we have
worked hard to get to where we are today, but more than
recognizing the fruit of our efforts, | would like to point out
that in spite of all, it might as well been luck that got us
here in the first place. Luck that most of us have been
born in a family that one way or another put a plate of
food in our table every day; luck that we could afford the
education that has brought us from all over the world to
this very hall.

And | say luck, because at the end of the day, none of
us decided where to be born; and because, as we gather
here today to celebrate a partial achievement of our goals
in this grand auditorium, we must not forget that we are
living in a world where more than half of its population
lives with less than 200 Yen per day, that is, less than the
cost of a bus ride in Tokyo; we must not forget that the top
20% of the world’s population consumes 76% of the
planet’s resources, while the bottom 20% settles for less
than 2%, and that almost one billion people will probably
leave this world without the literacy necessary to have
ever read a book.

| say luck, because, if for a quirk of fate, we are able to
stand here today, more than a privilege, itis a
responsibility that we stand up and face these challenges.

At the University of Tokyo, we are provided with the tools,
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we are provided with the knowledge, and we are provided
with the resources; what we then need, is to have the
resolve and determination to make it happen.

Thinking about what principles should guide the
endeavors we as of now pursue, and facing the daunting
task ahead of us; two basic principles come to my head.
One is Seiryoku Zenyo (¥ 71& ), which translates from
Japanese as “Maximum Efficiency in the Use of Energy”
and Jita Kyoei (Bfth#£3), or “Mutual Prosperity for
Oneself and the Others.” Interestingly enough, these
words are not originally framed in the context of the
sustainability discourse that has gained much momentum
in contemporary society, but in the context of 19th
Century Meiji Japan, when Professor Jigoro Kano, alumni
of this University, founded Kodokan Judo. We can
however extrapolate these words straight out of the tatami
mat into contemporary society.

As we pursue ways, through science and technology to
achieve a balance between the resources we take from
the planet and its ability to maintain equilibrium in the
ecosystem; that is Seiryoku Zenyo “Maximum Efficiency in
the Use of Energy.” But all of this effort, all this science,
and all this technology are pointless, unless we are able
to reach all the way down to that bottom 20%, and that is
Jita Kyoei, “Mutual Prosperity for Oneself and the Others.”

So it is with these words that | would like to encourage
all of you to think about this very moment as the turning
point, and a first step in our efforts to create the world we

want to live in, little by little, all of us. Thank you.
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<Short-term Introductory Japanese Course> and
<Special Themed Seminar> offered by Center for
Japanese Language Education [Nihongo Center]

The Center for Japanese Language Education will be
offering a short-term Japanese course and Hiragana
Seminar for beginning level students or researchers
with limited experience with the Japanese language.

B Two-week Introduction to Japanese Language Course

Term: From Nov.14 (Mon.) to 25(Fri.) 13:30 — 17:00
* Except Nov. 23 (Wed.)

Contents: In two weeks, the basics of the Japanese
language (basic grammar, character, etc.) as well as
communication in Japanese through listening and
speaking will be taught. (18 sessions)

No.1417 2011.10. 25

-Greetings + Useful expressions

-Basic Grammar (Noun sentences, Adjective sentences,
Verb sentences, Question words, Particles)

-System of Japanese characters including Kanji
-Reading and Writing of simple texts

Requirements for the course:

- students or researchers with little to no experience
with Japanese language

- be able to attend every class

B Special Themed Seminar “Let’s Learn Hiragana”

Term: From Dec5 (Mon) to Dec.9 (Fri) 13:30-15:10

Contents: Through the study of Hiragana, the course
aims to familiarize students with Japanese sound
and characters. The course is designed for students
with no prior Japanese background, but we welcome
students who have only studied using a Roma-ji based
textbook and those who have not studied Japanese
characters before.

Requirements for the course:

- students or researchers with little to no experience
with Japanese language

- be able to attend every class

@Eligibility: The University of Tokyo International
Students and Foreign Researchers

@Tuition: There is no tuition fee.

@Location of Class: Center for Japanese Language
Education (Adm. Bureau # 2, 5th floor, Hongo)

@®How to Apply: Download the application form from
the Center’s home page, and after filling in the form,
bring it to the Center Office* by the deadline.

* International Students and Researchers Support
Group (Student Center, 2nd floor, Gotenshita, Hongo
Campus)

@Application Period :

-“Two-week Introduction to Japanese Language
Course” : From late Sep.

- “Special Themed Seminar” <Hiragana> : From Nov. 1

Applications will be accepted on a first-come-first-



served basis until the class becomes full. For more
details on seating capacity and deadlines, please refer
to the Center homepage.

@URL: http://www.nkc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/index_e.html
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