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To the entering students of the University of Tokyo,
Harvard University sends congratulations and a warm

welcome.

Our universities have much in common:

Harvard and Tokyo are the oldest universities in
our countries, Harvard and Tokyo are the most
respected universities in their countries, Harvard and
Tokyo both have provided many who have gone on to
positions of national leadership.

National leadership in politics, in government,
national leadership in the sciences, national leadership
in the arts, national leadership in the great professions.

It is a great and remarkable journey that you are
entering into, as you begin your university education.

To have achieved admission to Tokyo is a great
accomplishment, and it is something that does not
come easily.

It is a tribute to your brilliance, your skill and your
hard work.

It is also a tribute to your families, and I hope you
will pause for a moment to reflect on how much your
parents, your brothers and sisters, your extended
family have meant in bringing you to this great
moment.

If entering Tokyo represents the culmination of a
period of learning and education and growing up, and
your admission to Tokyo marks the success with
which you have carried out those crucial tasks,
admission to Tokyo also represents the beginning of a
great journey, a journey of a lifetime, a journey of
exploration, a journey of learning, and I hope for many
of you a journey of great contribution to our society
and to our world.
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You know it's not usual for the president of one
great university to extend a welcome to the students
of another great university, and I am very grateful to
President Sasaki for extending me this opportunity.

I think President Sasaki extended me this
opportunity - and I have accepted it with great
enthusiasm - because of something we both feel very
deeply. And that is that no longer can our universities
be national universities as great a contribution as
Harvard and Tokyo have made as national
universities.

Increasingly the best learning, the best preparation
for future careers, the best research and the best
thinking, is going to come from universities that are
global in their perspective.

And it's going to be terribly important that students
and faculty take a global viewpoint.

No where is this more important than across the
Pacific, where the relationship between my country
and yours has been an anchor of the global economy
and of the global system for nearly five decades.

Our connections between our two universities are

one important facet of that very valuable relationship.

I hope during the time that you study and during
the time after you graduate that as many of you as
possible will have the opportunity to study, to work,
and to experience the United States and that some
among you will have the chance to spend time at
Harvard University.

And at the same time we at Harvard University
have changed our policies in recent years to make it
possible for more students to study abroad, and
certainly one of the areas that our students are very
interested in studying is in Japan.

It's very difficult to give advice to people at your
stage, and I am reluctant to presume to offer you
advice. But I would provide you with just one thought.
And that is this: The people who are most successful
and who are most fulfilled in their professional lives
are those who develop a passion, develop an expertise,
develop a specialty, develop something in which they
stand out and are distinctive.



In that way, one makes the greatest contribution;
one occupies a special niche.

It is very, very tempting as a young person to follow
the crowd - to walk the trail that has already been
blazed, and many do that with extraordinary
distinction.

But I would hope that you will consider how you
can distinguish your own excellence and your own
contribution because in that way, I think you may find
the greatest satisfaction.

Remember also this; you are embarking on a great
journey. In addition to what you learn while you are at
the university, the friendships you form, the
relationships you have, the connections you make will
be something that lasts a lifetime.

Take what is before you.
If in doubt, do not hesitate, make new friends, meet

new people, study new subjects.

The world is before you.

Harvard welcomes you.
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